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HOPE HAS A NAME.

Thehopeyouaresearchingforisnotfoundin circumstances,
success, or even in yourself. Hope is found in a Person.

In the pages ahead, you will meet Jesus through His own
words, His works, His promises, His sacrifice, and His love.
This is more than the story of Jesus.

This is His invitation to you...

% THE GIVER OF HOPE




Navigating life's storms

ne of the fascinating stories in this

book relates to the moment when Jesus
invited Peter to participate in a life-changing
miraculous event.

The narrative continues from the story
of Jesus feeding a multitude of 5,000 hungry
men, women, and children with just a few
loaves of bread and fish, with an abundance
of leftovers. After this remarkable event, Jesus
sent His disciples on a boat ahead of Him to
cross the Sea of Galilee while He dismissed
the crowd and went up a mountain to pray.

As night fell, a fierce storm erupted,
causing the waves to become tumultuous
and the winds to blow strongly. As dawn
approached, Jesus decided to walk on the
water to reach His disciples. At first, the
disciples were terrified, mistaking Jesus
for a ghost. But Jesus, knowing their fear,
comforted them by saying, “Take courage.
I am here!” Everyone was amazed, except
Peter, who asked Jesus to command him to
come out and walk on the water.

Jesus replied, “Yes, come.” Peter stepped
out of the boat and began walking toward
Jesus. As long as Peter kept his gaze fixed on
Jesus, he could walk on the water, despite
the storm raging around him. Peter’s faith in
following Jesus out onto the water was truly
remarkable. He did not act on his own accord
but requested Jesus to command him to
come.

This is the central theme of this book.
Through the stories of Jesus, you will learn
how to stop relying on the world or yourself
as the source of truth and hope. Instead,
you will learn to reach up to Jesus, the God
who created you for a purpose for good, to
navigate life's storms.
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You live in a world where trust is hard, love
is temporary, and life seems so difficult. If
you are like most people, you often wonder if
there is something more to life. You want to
trust and have stability in your life. You want
to experience lasting love and be loved. You
want to be able to provide for those you love
and care for. The answer has always been
Jesus, the One who created you, to trust,
love, and walk with you through life's ups and
downs.
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You put your trust in something every day.
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“Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and
lean not unto thine own understanding.

“In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He
shall direct thy paths.”



Jesus designed you
to love and be loved.

Am 40U %ﬁ%{ie&? 7

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.

“For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the
world; but that the world through Him might be saved.”




Wa/ Jesus created you with a

purpose for good.
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Watch the path of your feet and all your

ways will be established. Let Jesus be
your guide through life.
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Jesus Came to the Earth
He Created to Give Hope

The origin of Jesus was not as an ordinary human. He
had no beginning and He has no ending. He is God.
With the message of John the Baptist concerning Jesus,
the evidence begins to build in this Gospel that Jesus,
and Jesus alone, is the hope of the world, the hope of
every individual.

He Created You for a Purpose—John 1:1-5

n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. The same was in
the beginning with God.

All things were made by Him; and without Him was
not any thing made that was made. In Him was life; and
the life was the light of men.

And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness
comprehended it not.

Summary

Jesus is the eternal Word who existed before creation.
He is God, the Creator of all things, and the source of life
and light for every person. Though darkness opposes
Him, it can never overcome His light.

If you are like most people, you want to live a life
that matters. You want to know the purpose for which
you were created, that will bring joy to your family
and friends and give meaning to life. The good news
is—you can! This book is a blueprint that reveals Jesus’
purpose for you and reveals your destiny designed by
His Father to accomplish His will in your life and the life
of all believers. Even more importantly, you will enjoy
the peace that only comes from a relationship with
God though Jesus.
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John's Witness of the Hope—John 1:6-18

here was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The

same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that
all men through Him might believe. He was not that Light, but
was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light,
which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. He was in
the world, and the world was made by Him, and the world knew
Him not. He came unto His own, and His own received Him not.

But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name:
Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of
the will of man, but of God.

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,
full of grace and truth.

John bare witness of Him, and cried, saying, “This was He of
whom | spake, ‘He that cometh after me is preferred before me:
for He was before me.” And of His fulness have all we received,
and grace for grace. For the law was given by Moses, but grace
and truth came by Jesus Christ.

No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son,
which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him.

Summary

John the Baptist was sent by God to point people to Jesus, the
true Light of the world. Although many rejected Him, those who
receive Him by faith become children of God. Jesus became flesh
and revealed God's grace, truth, and glory to humanity.

“Look not every man on his own things, but every man also
on the things of others. Let this mind be in you, which was also
in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not rob-
bery to be equal with God: But made Himself of no reputation,
and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the
likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, He hum-
bled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of
the cross (Philippians 2:4-8)."
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John Was Not the Hope of the World.
—John 1:19-28

And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests
and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who art thou?”

And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, “l am
not the Christ.”

And they asked him, “What then? Art thou Elias?” And he
saith, “l am not.”

“Art thou that prophet?” And he answered, “No.”

Then said they unto him, “Who art thou? that we may
give an answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou of
thyself?”

He said, “I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness,
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as said the prophet
Esaias.”

And they which were sent were of the Pharisees. And
they asked him, and said unto him, “Why baptizest thou then,
if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet?”

John answered them, saying, “I baptize with water: but
there standeth One among you, whom ye know not;

“He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me,
whose shoe's latchet | am not worthy to unloose.”

These things were done in Bethabara beyond Jordan,
where John was baptizing.

Summary

When questioned by the religious leaders, John clearly denied
being the Messiah. Instead, he identified himself as the voice
preparing the way for the Lord and directed all attention to
Jesus, who was far greater than himself.

When Jesus does a great work in your heart, it is hard
to keep quiet. Just as a light must shine, you will want to
tell others what He has done for you. Will you tell someone
today?

19




Jesus’ Baptism Began His Ministry
of Hope for You—John 1:29-34

he next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him,

and saith, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world.

“This is He of whom | said, ‘After me cometh a Man
which is preferred before me: for He was before me.’

“And | knew Him not: but that He should be made
manifest to Israel, therefore am | come baptizing with
water.”

And John bare record, saying, “I saw the Spirit
descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode
upon Him.

“And | knew Him not: but He that sent me to
baptize with water, the same said unto me, ‘Upon
whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and
remaining on Him, the same is He which baptizeth
with the Holy Ghost.'

“And | saw, and bare record that this is the Son of
God.”

Summary
John publicly identifies Jesus as the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world. He testifies that the
Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus and confirms that
Jesus is the Son of God sent to save mankind.

Will you follow Jesus wherever He leads? He will
give you a willing spirit, courage to endure, and strength
todoit.

Your Turn—jesus, | will follow wherever you lead me.

Give me a willing spirit, the courage to endure, and a
reliance on your strength to do it.
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Jesus Met Six Disciples—John 1:35-51

Aiain the next day after John stood, and two of his disciples.
nd looking upon Jesus as He walked, he saith, “Behold the
Lamb of God!” And the two disciples heard him speak, and they
followed Jesus.

Then Jesus turned, and saw them following, and saith unto
them, “What seek ye?”

They said unto Him, “Rabbi” (which is to say, being
interpreted, “Master”), “where dwellest Thou?”

He saith unto them, “Come and see.”

They came and saw where He dwelt, and abode with Him
that day: for it was about the tenth hour. One of the two which
heard John speak, and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's
brother. He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto
him, “We have found the Messias,” which is, being interpreted, the
Christ. And he brought him to Jesus.

And when Jesus beheld him, He said, “Thou art Simon the son
of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas,” (which is by interpretation,
A stone).

The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and
findeth Philip, and saith unto him, “Follow Me.” Now Philip was of
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.

Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, “We have found
Him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus
of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

And Nathanael said unto him, “Can there any good thing
come out of Nazareth?”

Philip saith unto him, “Come and see.”

Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and saith of him, “Behold
an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!”

Nathanael saith unto Him, “Whence knowest Thou me?”

Jesus answered and said unto him, “Before that Philip called
thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, | saw thee.”

Nathanael answered and saith unto Him, “Rabbi, Thou art the
Son of God; Thou art the King of Israel.”

Jesus answered and said unto him, “Because | said unto
thee, | saw thee under the fig tree, believest thou? thou shalt see
greater things than these.”

And He saith unto him, “Verily, verily, | say unto you, Hereafter
ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and
descending upon the Son of Man.”

Summary

The first disciples begin following Jesus after hearing John's
testimony. Tell your family and friends about Him. You can find
answers to all of your questions in Jesus. Focus your sight on Him,
and see the greatness of His character, the beauty of His love, His
compassion for those who are hurting, His forgiveness for all sin,
His friendship to the friendless, His joy that comes from seeing
the happiness and the harmony of those who believe in Him.
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2
The Mission of Hope Begins

It is not surprising that the ministry of Hope to the world is first
shown to us through a request at a simple wedding. The ministry
of Hope is a ministry to the basic needs of every person. You have
personal needs, and you have needs known only to you and God
the Father. The greatest need is salvation in His Son Jesus.

Jesus Performed a Miracle at a Wedding Ceremony
—John 2:1-12

And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and
the mother of Jesus was there: And both Jesus was called,
and His disciples, to the marriage. And when they wanted wine,
the mother of Jesus saith unto Him, “They have no wine.”

Jesus saith unto her, “Woman, what have | to do with thee?
Mine hour is not yet come.”

His mother saith unto the servants, “Whatsoever He saith
unto you, do it.”

And there were set there six waterpots of stone, after the
manner of the purifying of the Jews, containing two or three
firkins apiece. Jesus saith unto them, “Fill the waterpots with
water.” And they filled them up to the brim. And He saith unto
them, “Draw out now, and bear unto the governor of the feast.”
And they bare it.

When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was
made wine, and knew not whence it was: (but the servants
which drew the water knew;) the governor of the feast called the
bridegroom, and saith unto him, “Every man at the beginning
doth set forth good wine; and when men have well drunk, then
that which is worse: but thou hast kept the good wine until now.”

This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and
manifested forth His glory; and His disciples believed on Him.

After this He went down to Capernaum, He, and His mother,
and His brethren, and His disciples: and they continued there not
many days.

25
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Jesus Cleansed the Temple. He Can Cleanse You
—John 2:13-23

And the Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem,
and found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves,
and the changers of money sitting: And when He had made a scourge of
small cords, He drove them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the
oxen; and poured out the changers’ money, and overthrew the tables;
and said unto them that sold doves, “Take these things hence; make not
My Father’s house an house of merchandise.”

And His disciples remembered that it was written, “The zeal of Thine
house hath eaten Me up.”

Then answered the Jews and said unto Him, “What sign shewest
Thou unto us, seeing that Thou doest these things?”

Jesus answered and said unto them, “Destroy this temple, and in
three days | will raise it up.”

Then said the Jews, “Forty and six years was this temple in building,
and wilt Thou rear it up in three days?”

But He spake of the temple of His body.

Whentherefore Hewasrisenfromthe dead, His disciplesremembered
that He had said this unto them; and they believed the scripture, and the
word which Jesus had said.

Now when He was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day,
many believed in His name, when they saw the miracles which He did. But
Jesus did not commit Himself unto them, because He knew all men, and
needed not that any should testify of man: for He knew what was in man.

Summary
Jesus cleansed the temple because it had become a place of business
instead of worship. He also foretold His death and resurrection by
referring to His body as the true temple. While many were impressed by
His miracles, Jesus knew the condition of every heart and called people
to genuine faith.

Jesus knows what is in your heart. He knows how hard it is for you to
place your trust in someone. He is not like anyone you have ever met. He
is God. Will you trust Him?
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The Message of Jesus
Brings Hope to Everyone

The ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ is not to one group
of people, but to all of humankind, the up-and-out as
well as the down-and-out of society. The need of every
person is best met when the Lord Jesus Christ has the
prominent place in the life of that individual.

You Must Be Born Again to See Heaven
—John 3:1-21

here was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus,

a ruler of the Jews: The same came to Jesus by
night, and said unto Him, “Rabbi, we know that Thou
art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these
miracles that Thou doest, except God be with him.”

Jesus answered and said unto him, “Verily, verily, |
say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot
see the kingdom of God.”

Nicodemus saith unto Him, “How can a man be born
when he is old? can he enter the second time into his
mother’s womb, and be born?”

Jesus answered, “Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except
aman be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter
into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh
is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
Marvel not that | said unto thee, ‘Ye must be born again.’
The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the
sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and
whither it goeth: so is every one thatis born of the Spirit.”

Nicodemus answered and said unto Him, “How can
these things be?”

29



Jesus answered and said unto him, “Art thou a master of
Israel, and knowest not these things? Verily, verily, | say unto thee,
We speak that We do know, and testify that We have seen; and ye
receive not Our witness. If | have told you earthly things, and ye
believe not, how shall ye believe, if | tell you of heavenly things?

“And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but He that came
down from heaven, even the Son of Man which is in heaven. And
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the
Son of Man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish, but have eternal life.

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life. For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn
the world; but that the world through Him might be saved.

“He that believeth on Him is not condemned: but he that
believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed
in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

“And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their
deeds were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the light,
neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.

“But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds
may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.”

Summary

Nicodemus came to Jesus seeking answers, and Jesus explained
that no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born again
through faith and the work of the Holy Spirit. Jesus revealed God's
great love for the world and proclaimed that eternal life is found
only through believing in Him.

God loves you so much that He “spared not His own Son, but
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely
give us all things (Romans 8:32)?"

“But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8).”

“In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because
that God sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might
live through Him (I John 4:9).” God allowed Jesus to die, on the
cross, to save you from an eternity separated from Him. Nothing
in this world will succeed against you. It is as sure as the certainty
that God loves you. Jesus wants you to know that you can have
this eternal life, “You must be born again.” Will you place your
complete trust in Jesus today?

Your Turn.—Dear Jesus, | am making a decision to place my
complete trust in you for eternal life in heaven. | confess that |
have sinned and cannot save myself. | believe that You died for
me. Please forgive me of my sin and come into my heart right
now and save me. Help me to turn from my sin and become Your
follower. Amen.
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Jesus Is the Only Hope for Humankind—John 3:22-36

fter these things came Jesus and His disciples into the land of Judaea; and

there He tarried with them, and baptized. And John also was baptizing in
Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they came,
and were baptized. For John was not yet cast into prison.

Then there arose a question between some of John's disciples and the
Jews about purifying. And they came unto John, and said unto him, “Rabbi, He
that was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou barest witness, behold, the
same baptizeth, and all men come to Him.”

John answered and said, “A man can receive nothing, except it be given
him from heaven. Ye yourselves bear me witness, that | said, ‘Il am not the
Christ,’ but that | am sent before Him. He that hath the bride is the bridegroom:
but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth Him, rejoiceth
greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled. He
must increase, but | must decrease.

“He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly,
and speaketh of the earth: He that cometh from heaven is above all. And
what He hath seen and heard, that He testifieth; and no man receiveth His
testimony.

“He that hath received His testimony hath set to his seal that God is true.
For He whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the
Spirit by measure unto Him.

“The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into His hand. He that
believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son
shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.”

Summary
When John's followers became concerned that people were leaving to follow
Jesus, John gladly pointed them to Christ. He declared that Jesus came from
heaven, speaks the words of God, and must become greater. John concluded
by proclaiming that everlasting life belongs to all who believe in the Son of God.
When Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life: no man cometh
unto the Father, but by Me,” He was declaring to the world that He is the only
way to God. He is the source of truth, the giver of eternal life, and the bridge
between humanity and the Father. Eternal life in heaven with God is not
found through religion, good works, or human effort, but through a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ. Jesus is humankind’s only hope for eternal life.
He breathes new life in all who would put their complete trust in Him. Hope for
today and hope for eternity rests on the shoulders of Jesus. Trust Him today.
33
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The Power of Jesus Gives Hope

The extent of the hope found in the Lord Jesus Christ reaches to those
who are looked down on by others. The Lord Jesus Christ is not willing
that anyone should perish but every person, no matter their status,
should receive the hope of eternal life with Him.

A Life Changed Forever—Jjohn 4:1-42

hen therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that
Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John, (Though
Jesus Himself baptized not, but His disciples).

He left Judaea, and departed again into Galilee. And He must
needs go through Samaria.

Then cometh He to a city of Samaria, which is called Sychar, near
to the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Now Jacob’s
well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with His journey, sat
thus on the well: and it was about the sixth hour.

There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith
unto her, “Give Me to drink.” (For His disciples were gone away unto
the city to buy meat.)

Then saith the woman of Samaria unto Him, “How is it that Thou,
being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria?” for
the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.
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Jesus answered and said unto her, “If thou knewest the gift of God,
and Who it is that saith to thee, ‘Give Me to drink;’ thou wouldest have
asked of Him, and He would have given thee living water.”

The woman saith unto Him, “Sir, Thou hast nothing to draw with, and
the well is deep: from whence then hast Thou that living water? Art Thou
greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof
himself, and his children, and his cattle?”

Jesus answered and said unto her, “"Whosoever drinketh of this
water shall thirst again: But whosoever drinketh of the water that | shall
give him shall never thirst; but the water that | shall give him shall be in
him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.”

The woman saith unto Him, “Sir, give me this water, that | thirst not,
neither come hither to draw.”

Jesus saith unto her, “Go, call thy husband, and come hither.”

The woman answered and said, “l have no husband.”

Jesus said unto her, “Thou hast well said, ‘Il have no husband:’

“For thou hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not
thy husband: in that saidst thou truly.”

The woman saith unto Him, “Sir, | perceive that Thou art a prophet.

“Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in
Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.”

(&)
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Jesus saith unto her, “Woman, believe Me, the hour cometh, when ye
shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father.

“Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for
salvation is of the Jews. But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father
seeketh such to worship Him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him
must worship Him in spirit and in truth.”

The woman saith unto Him, “I know that Messias cometh, which is
called Christ: when He is come, He will tell us all things.”

Jesus saith unto her, “I that speak unto thee am He.”

And upon this came His disciples, and marvelled that He talked with
the woman: yet no man said, “What seekest Thou?” or, “Why talkest Thou
with her?”

The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into the city,
and saith to the men, “Come, see a Man, which told me all things that
ever | did: is not this the Christ?” Then they went out of the city, and came
unto Him.

In the mean while His disciples prayed Him, saying, “Master, eat.”

But He said unto them, “I have meat to eat that ye know not of.”

Therefore said the disciples one to another, “Hath any man brought
Him ought to eat?”



Jesus saith unto them, “My meat is to do the will of Him that
sent Me, and to finish His work.

“Say not ye, ‘There are yet four months, and then cometh
harvest? Behold, | say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the
fields; for they are white already to harvest. And he that reapeth
receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both
he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together. And
herein is that saying true, ‘One soweth, and another reapeth.’ |
sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no labour: other men
laboured, and ye are entered into their labours.”

And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on Him for
the saying of the woman, which testified, “He told me all that ever
[ did.”

So when the Samaritans were come unto Him, they besought
Him that He would tarry with them: and He abode there two days.
And many more believed because of His own word; And said unto
the woman, “Now we believe, not because of thy saying: for we
have heard Him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ,
the Saviour of the world.”

[
0

Summary

Jesus traveled through Samaria and met a woman whose life
was transformed by His message. He revealed Himself as the
Messiah, offered her living water that leads to eternal life, and
taught that true worship must be in spirit and truth. Through
her testimony, many Samaritans came to believe that Jesus is
the Savior of the world.

Trust Jesus—Jesus alone can satisfy the deepest thirst of
your soul. When you place your complete faith in Him, His
presence and promises overcome the empty pleasures of
sin and give you strength to obey Him. Will you trust Jesus
completely today?

Your Turn—Jesus, | have looked to this world to satisfy what
only You can fill.  want the living water only You can give. Fill
my life with Your presence, help me trust Your promises, and
satisfy my soul. | place my complete faith in You.

39



Healing the Nobleman’s Son Shows the Power of
Hope—John 4:43-54

ow after two days He departed thence, and went into Galilee. For

Jesus Himself testified, that a prophet hath no honour in His own
country.

Then when He was come into Galilee, the Galilaeans received
Him, having seen all the things that He did at Jerusalem at the feast:
for they also went unto the feast.

So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, where He made the
water wine. And there was a certain nobleman, whose son was sick at
Capernaum. When he heard that Jesus was come out of Judaea into
Galilee, he went unto Him, and besought Him that He would come
down, and heal his son: for he was at the point of death.

Then said Jesus unto him, “Except ye see signs and wonders, ye
will not believe.”

The nobleman saith unto Him, “Sir, come down ere my child die.”

Jesus saith unto him, “Go thy way; thy son liveth.”

And the man believed the word that Jesus had spoken unto him,
and he went his way. And as he was now going down, his servants met
him, and told him, saying, “Thy son liveth.”

Then enquired he of them the hour when he began to amend.
And they said unto him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left
him.” So the father knew that it was at the same hour, in the which
Jesus said unto him, “Thy son liveth:” and himself believed, and his
whole house.

This is again the second miracle that Jesus did, when He was come
out of Judaea into Galilee.

Summary
A royal official came to Jesus seeking healing for his dying son. Jesus
simply spoke the word, and the boy was healed from a distance. The
nobleman believed Jesus before seeing the miracle, and when the
healing was confirmed, his entire household came to faith in Christ.
This second sign miracle proves Jesus is not limited by geography,
having the power to heal from afar. All Jesus had to do was tell the
man, “Go your way. Your son will live.” This emphasizes that Jesus'
word alone has power and reminds us that He is God, as John says:
“the Word was with God and the Word was God.”
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Because Jesus Is God,
He Can Deliver Hope

Most people are grasping for something to give them hope. You can be
certain of the hope that is found only in the Lord Jesus Christ. So, “Rejoice
in your confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying.”

A Visit to a Pool—John 5:1-9

fter this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is
called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches.

Inthese lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered,
waiting for the moving of the water. For an angel went down at a certain
season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first after
the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever
disease he had. And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity
thirty and eight years.

When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time
in that case, He saith unto him, “Wilt thou be made whole?”

The impotent man answered Him, “Sir, | have no man, when the
water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while  am coming, another
steppeth down before me.”

Jesus saith unto him, “Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.”

And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and
walked: and on the same day was the sabbath.

Summary
At the Pool of Bethesda, Jesus met a man who had suffered for thirty-
eight years. With a simple command, Jesus restored him completely. This
miracle demonstrates Christ's power over sickness and His compassion
for those who have lost hope.

This third sign miracle proves Jesus is not limited by time; both
because the miracle healed an infirmity of nearly four decades, and
because it was performed on the Sabbath.



The Man Jesus Healed Went to the Temple—John 5:10-16

he Jews therefore said unto him that was cured, “It is the sabbath day: it is

not lawful for thee to carry thy bed.”

He answered them, “He that made me whole, the same said unto me,
‘Take up thy bed, and walk.”

Then asked they him, “What man is that which said unto thee, ‘Take up thy
bed, and walk?”

And he that was healed wist not who it was: for Jesus had conveyed Him-
self away, a multitude being in that place.

Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto him, “Behold,
thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee.”

The man departed, and told the Jews that it was Jesus, which had made
him whole.

And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to slay Him, be-
cause He had done these things on the sabbath day.

Summary
After healing the man, Jesus found him in the temple and encouraged him to
turn away from sin. Instead of rejoicing over the miracle, the religious leaders
focused on their traditions and began opposing Jesus because He healed on
the Sabbath.

Don't give up when testings come your way. Just trust that Jesus will never
leave you nor forsake you, no matter how long you have been waiting. Trust
Jesus today and accept Him as your personal Lord and Savior.
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Jesus Is Equal With God—John 5:17-23

But Jesus answered them, “My Father worketh hitherto, and | work.”
Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill Him, because He not only had
broken the sabbath, but said also that God was His Father, making Himself
equal with God.

Then answered Jesus and said unto them, “Verily, verily, | say unto you,
The Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He seeth the Father do: for what
things soever He doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. For the Father loveth
the Son, and sheweth Him all things that Himself doeth: and He will show Him
greater works than these, that ye may marvel. For as the Father raiseth up the
dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth whom He will. For
the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son:
That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that
honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent Him.”

Summary

Jesus declared that His works were the works of the Father, revealing His
equality with God. He taught that the Father has entrusted Him with the
authority to give life and to judge mankind, and that all people must honor the
Son just as they honor the Father.

Honor Jesus for who He is—He is the divine Son of God, the Messiah, the
crucified and risen Savior of the world, the Lord of the universe and Judge of
all human beings. Believe His word today, and you will not come into judgment
but you will pass from death to life. Jesus became all this for you when He died
on the cross and rose the third day. This is the greatest news beyond all words.
This is your confident hope of eternal life.
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Life and Judgment Are Through Jesus—]John 5:24-30

esus saith, “Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that heareth My word, and
J believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. Verily, verily, | say unto you,
The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son
of God: and they that hear shall live.

“For as the Father hath life in Himself; so hath He given to the Son to
have life in Himself; And hath given Him authority to execute judgment also,
because He is the Son of Man.

“Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in
the graves shall hear His voice, And shall come forth; they that have done
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the
resurrection of damnation. | can of Mine own self do nothing: as | hear, |
judge: and My judgment is just; because | seek not Mine own will, but the will
of the Father which hath sent Me.”

Summary

Jesus promised eternal life to all who hear His word and believe in the Father
who sent Him. He also revealed that a day is coming when all the dead will
hear His voice and be raised, either to everlasting life or to judgment.

The resurrection of life is the promise of God that everyone who trusts in
Jesus will be the beneficiaries of His power to lead them down the right path
in life, and one day to heaven. Will you believe in your heart that God raised
Jesus from the dead, and trust, in your heart, that He will save you?
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Jesus Has Four Witnesses to Prove That He Is God
—John 5:31-47

John the Baptizer: “If | bear witness of Myself, My witness is not true. There
is another that beareth witness of Me; and | know that the witness which He
witnesseth of Me is true. Ye sent unto John, and he bare witness unto the truth.
But | receive not testimony from man: but these things | say, that ye might be
saved. He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were willing for a season
to rejoice in his light.

Jesus’ Miracles: “But | have greater witness than that of John: for the works
which the Father hath given Me to finish, the same works that | do, bear witness
of Me, that the Father hath sent Me.

God The Father's Voice: “And the Father Himself, which hath sent Me, hath
borne witness of Me. Ye have neither heard His voice at any time, nor seen His
shape.

“And ye have not His word abiding in you: for whom He hath sent, Him ye
believe not.

The Scriptures: “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life:
and they are they which testify of Me. And ye will not come to Me, that ye might
have life. | receive not honour from men.

“But | know you, that ye have not the love of God in you. | am come in My
Father's name, and ye receive Me not: if another shall come in his own name,
him ye will receive.

“How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not
the honour that cometh from God only? Do not think that | will accuse you to
the Father: there is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. For
had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed Me: for he wrote of Me. But if ye
believe not his writings, how shall ye believe My words?”

Summary
Jesus presented four witnesses that testify to His identity: John the Baptist, His
miracles, the Father Himself, and the Scriptures. Though the evidence was clear,
many refused to believe. Jesus taught that the entire Old Testament points to
Him and that true life is found only through faith in Him.

Search the Scriptures to know Jesus in salvation, and to grow in grace. He
will open your spiritual eyes as you discover His presence concealed in the
written Word.
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Jesus Gives Hope to the Hungry

The Lord Jesus Christ recognizes and desires to fulfill the needs of people
that others might overlook. Although physical needs may be evident,
spiritual needs hold greater importance in the light of eternity. Sin can
cause individuals to overlook their most crucial needs, which are spiritual
in nature. Despite this, the Lord Jesus Christ does not turn away from those
who turn away from Him.

A Huge Crowd Followed Jesus—John 6:1-9

fter these things Jesus went over the sea of Galilee, which is the sea

of Tiberias. And a great multitude followed Him, because they saw His
miracles which He did on them that were diseased. And Jesus went up into
a mountain, and there He sat with His disciples.

And the passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh. When Jesus then lifted
up His eyes, and saw a great company come unto Him, He saith unto Philip,
“Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat?” And this He said to prove
him: for He Himself knew what He would do.

Philip answered Him, “Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not
sufficient for them, that every one of them may take a little.”

One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, saith unto Him,
“There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes: but
what are they among so many?”

Summary

Jesus tested Phillip’s faith by asking him how they could feed the people, even
though Jesus already knew He was going to perform a miracle and feed them.
Through this experience, Phillip learned the valuable lesson that true faith
relies on God's resources, rather than physical or material ones. The other
disciples also learned this lesson, which emphasizes that true saving faith
recognizes that anything is possible with Jesus and that He will provide what
is needed. This lesson teaches us that with Jesus, no situation is hopeless and
that true faith requires trusting in His provision.
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Five-Thousand Were Fed—John 6:10-17

nd Jesus said, “Make the men sit down.” Now there was

much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number
about five thousand.

And Jesus took the loaves; and when He had given thanks,
He distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that
were set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they
would.

When they were filled, He said unto His disciples, “Gather
up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost.” Therefore
they gathered them together, and filled twelve baskets with the
fragments of the five barley loaves, which remained over and
above unto them that had eaten.

Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that
Jesus did, said, “This is of a truth that Prophet that should come
into the world.”

When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and
take Him by force, to make Him a king, He departed again into
a mountain Himself alone. And when even was now come, His
disciples went down unto the sea, And entered into a ship, and
went over the sea toward Capernaum. And it was now dark,
and Jesus was not come to them.

Summary

Jesus miraculously multiplied five loaves and two fish to feed
more than five thousand people. Not only was everyone
satisfied, but twelve baskets of leftovers remained. Through
this miracle Jesus demonstrated that He is able to provide
abundantly for every need.

This fourth sign miracle proves Jesus is the source of both
physical needs, having the power to multiply a few loaves of
bread and a few fish into enough food to feed over 5,000 men
and meet Spiritual needs, in that He is the Bread of Life. The
purpose was clear. This miracle was performed so that you
would believe and have eternal life. Will you trust Jesus as your
Bread of Life?
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Jesus Walked with Peter on the Water, He Will Walk
With You Through Your Storm—Matthew 14:24-36

B ut the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for
the wind was contrary. And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus
went unto them, walking on the sea. And when the disciples saw Him
walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, “Itis a spirit;” and they
cried out for fear.

But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, “Be of good
cheer; itis I; be not afraid.”

And Peter answered Him and said, “Lord, if it be Thou, bid me
come unto Thee on the water.”

And He said, “Come."”

And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on
the water, to go to Jesus. But when he saw the wind boisterous, he
was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, “Lord, save me.”

And immediately Jesus stretched forth His hand, and caught him,
and said unto him, “O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?”

And when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased. Then
they that were in the ship came and worshipped Him, saying, “Of a
truth Thou art the Son of God.”

And when they were gone over, they came into the land of
Gennesaret. And when the men of that place had knowledge of Him,
they sent out into all that country round about, and brought unto
Him all that were diseased; And besought Him that they might only
touch the hem of His garment: and as many as touched were made
perfectly whole.

Summary
During a violent storm on the Sea of Galilee, Jesus came to His
disciples walking on the water. When Peter stepped out of the boat
in faith, he also walked on the water until fear caused him to doubt.
Jesus immediately rescued him and calmed the storm. This was the
fifth sign miracle performed by Jesus and served as evidence that He
has authority over the natural world.

Jesus may permit storms in your life to challenge your faith, but
He will also enable you to remain steadfast in your devotion to Him
through every tempest you encounter. Put your trust in Jesus amidst
the highs and lows of life?
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Jesus Will Give You a Different Kind of Bread—John 6:22-40

he day following, when the people which stood on the other side of the

sea saw that there was none other boat there, save that one whereinto His
disciples were entered, and that Jesus went not with His disciples into the boat,
but that His disciples were gone away alone; (Howbeit there came other boats
from Tiberias nigh unto the place where they did eat bread, after that the Lord
had given thanks:)

When the people therefore saw that Jesus was not there, neither His
disciples, they also took shipping, and came to Capernaum, seeking for Jesus.
And when they had found Him on the other side of the sea, they said unto
Him, “Rabbi, when camest Thou hither?”

Jesus answered them and said, “Verily, verily, | say unto you, Ye seek Me,
not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and
were filled. Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which
endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of Man shall give unto you: for
Him hath God the Father sealed.”

Then said they unto Him, “What shall we do, that we might work the works
of God?”

Jesus answered and said unto them, “This is the work of God, that ye
believe on Him whom He hath sent.”

They said therefore unto Him, “What sign shewest Thou then, that we may
see, and believe Thee? what dost Thou work? Our fathers did eat manna in the
desert; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.”

Then Jesus said unto them, “Verily, verily, | say unto you, Moses gave you
not that bread from heaven; but My Father giveth you the true bread from
heaven. For the bread of God is He which cometh down from heaven, and
giveth life unto the world.”
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Then said they unto Him, “Lord, evermore give us this bread.”

And Jesus said unto them, “I am the Bread of Life: he that cometh to Me
shall never hunger; and he that believeth on Me shall never thirst.

“But | said unto you, That ye also have seen Me, and believe not. All that
the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me | will in no
wise cast out. For | came down from heaven, not to do Mine own will, but the
will of Him that sent Me.

“And this is the Father’s will which hath sent Me, that of all which He hath
given Me | should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day.

“And this is the will of Him that sent Me, that every one which seeth the
Son, and believeth on Him, may have everlasting life: and | will raise him up at
the last day.”

Summary
The people sought Jesus because He had fed them physically, but Jesus pointed
them to a greater need. He declared Himself to be the Bread of Life, the One
who alone can satisfy the deepest hunger of the soul and give everlasting life.
Jesus is the Bread of Life. The things of this world may satisfy for a moment,
but only Christ can satisfy forever. If you have never trusted Him as your Savior,
turn to Him today. Believe in Him, receive His gift of eternal life, and discover
the joy of a relationship with the One who created you and loves you.
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The Only Hope for the World Is Rejected
—]John 6:41-59

he Jews then murmured at Him, because He said, “ am the Bread

which came down from heaven.” And they said, “Is not this Jesus,
the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? how is it then
that He saith, 'l came down from heaven?”

Jesus therefore answered and said unto them, “Murmur not
among yourselves. No man can come to Me, except the Father which
hath sent Me draw him: and | will raise him up at the last day. It is
written in the prophets, ‘And they shall be all taught of God." Every
man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father,
cometh unto Me. Not that any man hath seen the Father, save He
which is of God, He hath seen the Father.

“Verily, verily, |1 say unto you, He that believeth on Me hath
everlasting life. | am that Bread of Life. Your fathers did eat manna in
the wilderness, and are dead. This is the bread which cometh down
from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die.

“I am the Living Bread which came down from heaven: if any
man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that | will
give is My flesh, which | will give for the life of the world.”

The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, “How can
this Man give us His flesh to eat?”

Then Jesus said unto them, “Verily, verily, | say unto you, Except
ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man, and drink His blood, ye have no life
in you. Whoso eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, hath eternal
life; and I will raise him up at the last day.”

These things said He in the synagogue, as He taught in
Capernaum.

Summary

Jesus taught that He is the Living Bread sent from heaven and that
eternal life is found only through faith in Him. Have you placed your
complete faith and trust in Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord? He
alone can satisfy the deepest hunger of your soul and make you right
in the sight of God. The things of this world can never fully satisfy, but
Jesus offers forgiveness, peace, purpose, and everlasting life. He is
essential to life—both now and forever. Come to Him in faith, receive
His gift of salvation, and begin a relationship with Him today.
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Many Disciples Turned Away from the Message of Hope
—John 6:60-71

any therefore of His disciples, when they had heard this, said, “This is an
hard saying; who can hear it?"

When Jesus knew in Himself that His disciples murmured at it, He said unto
them, “Doth this offend you? What and if ye shall see the Son of Man ascend
up where He was before? It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth
nothing: the words that | speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.

“But there are some of you that believe not.” For Jesus knew from the
beginning who they were that believed not, and who should betray Him. And
He said, “Therefore said | unto you, that no man can come unto Me, except it
were given unto him of My Father.”

From that time many of His disciples went back, and walked no more with
Him. Then said Jesus unto the twelve, “Will ye also go away?”

Then Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast
the words of eternal life. And we believe and are sure that Thou art that Christ,
the Son of the living God."

Jesus answered them, “Have not | chosen you twelve, and one of you is a
devil?” He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of Simon: for he it was that should
betray Him, being one of the twelve.

Summary

Even when many turned away, the true disciples remained because they
knew that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the living God. Today, Jesus invites
you into His presence to worship Him, know Him, and experience His love.
Through God's plan of salvation, you can receive forgiveness of sins and the
promise of eternal life in heaven. Jesus will not turn away anyone who comes
to Him in faith, for He receives us according to the good pleasure of His love
and grace. Will you place your trust in Him today? Accept Jesus Christ as your
Lord and Savior, and begin the eternal life that He has promised to all who
believe in Him.
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Jesus Is Our Source of Hope

The answers of life are not found in religion. The only place to find hope in
this life and the life to come is in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. Hope is
centered in who He is.

Jesus’ Brothers Did Not Believe in Him—John 7:1-9

fter these things Jesus walked in Galilee: for He would not walk in Jewry,

because the Jews sought to kill Him. Now the Jews' feast of tabernacles was
at hand.

His brethren therefore said unto Him, “Depart hence, and go into Judaea,
that Thy disciples also may see the works that Thou doest. For there is no man
that doeth any thing in secret, and he himself seeketh to be known openly. If
Thou do these things, show Thyself to the world.” For neither did His brethren
believe in Him.

Then Jesus said unto them, “My time is not yet come: but your time is
alway ready. The world cannot hate you; but Me it hateth, because | testify of
it, that the works thereof are evil. Go ye up unto this feast: | go not up yet unto
this feast; for My time is not yet full come.” When He had said these words unto
them, He abode still in Galilee.

Summary

In Jesus' life, as well as our own, knowing the Father’s will is just as important as
knowing His timing. Because Jesus was completely submitted to the will of the
Father, the timetable of God the Father was important. But for Jesus' brothers,
who were not submitted to God's will in the same way, any time was fine!

Are you willing to trust God's timing as well as His will? Instead of rushing
ahead or becoming discouraged by delays, seek the Lord, wait patiently on
Him, and follow His leading. God's timing is always perfect, and His plans are
always worth the wait.
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Jesus Will Take Away All of Your Confusion
—John 7:10-36

But when His brethren were gone up, then went He also up
unto the feast, not openly, but as it were in secret.

ThentheJews sought Him at the feast, and said, “Where is He?"
And there was much murmuring among the people concerning
Him: for some said, “He is a good man:” others said, “Nay; but He
deceiveth the people.” Howbeit no man spake openly of Him for
fear of the Jews.

Now about the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the
temple, and taught. And the Jews marvelled, saying, “How
knoweth this Man letters, having never learned?”

Jesus answered them, and said, “My doctrine is not Mine,
but His that sent Me. If any man will do His will, he shall know
of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether | speak of
Myself. He that speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory: but
He that seeketh His glory that sent Him, the same is true, and no
unrighteousness is in Him. Did not Moses give you the law, and
yet none of you keepeth the law? Why go ye about to kill Me?”

The people answered and said, “Thou hast a devil: who goeth
about to kill Thee?”
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Jesus answered and said unto them, “I have done one work, and ye
all marvel. Moses therefore gave unto you circumcision; (not because it
is of Moses, but of the fathers;) and ye on the sabbath day circumcise a
man. If a man on the sabbath day receive circumcision, that the law of
Moses should not be broken; are ye angry at Me, because | have made
a man every whit whole on the sabbath day? Judge not according to the
appearance, but judge righteous judgment.”

Then said some of them of Jerusalem, “Is not this He, whom they seek
to kill? But, lo, He speaketh boldly, and they say nothing unto Him. Do the
rulers know indeed that this is the very Christ? Howbeit we know this Man
whence He is: but when Christ cometh, no man knoweth whence He is.”

Then cried Jesus in the temple as He taught, saying, “Ye both know Me,
and ye know whence | am: and | am not come of Myself, but He that sent
Me is true, whom ye know not. But | know Him: for | am from Him, and He
hath sent Me.”

Then they sought to take Him: but no man laid hands on Him, because
His hour was not yet come. And many of the people believed on Him, and
said, “When Christ cometh, will He do more miracles than these which this
Man hath done?”

The Pharisees heard that the people murmured such things
concerning Him; and the Pharisees and the chief priests sent officers to
take Him.

Then said Jesus unto them, “Yet a little while am | with you, and then
| go unto Him that sent Me. Ye shall seek Me, and shall not find Me: and
where | am, thither ye cannot come.”

Then said the Jews among themselves, “Whither will He go, that we
shall not find Him? will He go unto the dispersed among the Gentiles, and
teach the Gentiles? What manner of saying is this that He said, ‘Ye shall
seek Me, and shall not find Me:" and ‘Where | am, thither ye cannot come?”

Summary

Jesus taught openly in the temple and amazed the people with His wisdom.
While many questioned His identity, Jesus declared that He had been sent
by the Father. Some believed, others resisted, but all were confronted with
the truth that Jesus is the One sent from God. Because Jesus is God, He
knows the infinite past and He knows the infinite future. Will you live for
Him today? Will you yield your future to Him? He will show you how to
serve Him best.
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Your Turn
Jesus, | come to You.

Fill my life with Your
living water.

Anyone Who Is Thirsty May Come to Me—]John 7:37-53

|n the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried,
saying, “If any man thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink. He that
believeth on Me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow
rivers of living water.” (But this spake He of the Spirit, which they that
believe on Him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given;
because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)

Many of the people therefore, when they heard this saying, said,
“Of a truth this is the Prophet.” Others said, “This is the Christ.” But
some said, “Shall Christ come out of Galilee? Hath not the scripture
said, That Christ cometh of the seed of David, and out of the town of
Bethlehem, where David was?”

So there was a division among the people because of Him. And
some of them would have taken Him; but no man laid hands on Him.

Then came the officers to the chief priests and Pharisees; and
they said unto them, “Why have ye not brought Him?"

The officers answered, “Never man spake like this Man.”

Then answered them the Pharisees, “Are ye also deceived? Have
any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed on Him? But this people
who knoweth not the law are cursed.”

Nicodemus saith unto them, (He that came to Jesus by night,
being one of them,) Doth our law judge any man, before it hear him,
and know what he doeth?”

They answered and said unto him, “Art thou also of Galilee?
Search, and look: for out of Galilee ariseth no prophet.” And every
man went unto his own house.

Summary

On the final day of the feast, Jesus invited all who were spiritually
thirsty to come to Him and receive living water. He spoke of the Holy
Spirit, who would fill the lives of believers. His words divided the
crowd, but even His enemies admitted that no one had ever spoken
as He did.

We invite you to come to Jesus. When you are weak, come to
Jesus for strength to continue on. When you can't find happiness or
satisfaction, come to Jesus to drink and to find purpose in life, and
peace. He will fill you with His presence. Will you trust the future He
has for you?
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Jesus Knows Your Needs
Before You Do

I Am the Light of the World—John 8:1-11

esus went unto the mount of Olives. And early in the morning
JHe came again into the temple, and all the people came unto
Him; and He sat down, and taught them. And the scribes and
Pharisees brought unto Him a woman taken in adultery; and when
they had set her in the midst.

They say unto Him, “Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in
the very act. Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should
be stoned: but what sayest Thou?”

This they said, tempting Him, that they might have to accuse Him.
But Jesus stooped down, and with His finger wrote on the ground, as
though He heard them not. So when they continued asking Him, He
lifted up Himself, and said unto them, “He that is without sin among
you, let him first cast a stone at her.” And again He stooped down, and
wrote on the ground.

And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience,
went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and
Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst.

When Jesus had lifted up Himself, and saw none but the woman,
He said unto her, “Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no
man condemned thee?”

She said, “No man, Lord.”

And Jesus said unto her, “Neither do | condemn thee: go, and sin
no more.”

Summary
The religious leaders brought a woman caught in adultery to Jesus,
hoping to trap Him. Instead, Jesus exposed the sinfulness of her
accusers and extended mercy to the woman. While He did not excuse
her sin, He offered forgiveness and called her to a changed life.

Will you obey when Jesus enters your life? He will keep reminding
you that no one is too hardened to follow Him as a dedicated disciple.
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The Light Brings Hope to Those Living in Darkness
—John 8:12-20

hen spake Jesus again unto them, saying, “I am the Light of the world: he

that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.”

The Pharisees therefore said unto Him, “Thou bearest record of Thyself;
Thy record is not true.”

Jesus answered and said unto them, “Though | bear record of Myself, yet
My record is true: for | know whence | came, and whither | go; but ye cannot
tell whence | come, and whither | go. Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man.
And yet if | judge, My judgment is true: for | am not alone, but | and the Father
that sent Me.

“It is also written in your law, that the testimony of two men is true. | am
One that bear witness of Myself, and the Father that sent Me beareth witness
of Me.”

Then said they unto Him, “Where is Thy Father?”

Jesus answered, “Ye neither know Me, nor My Father: if ye had known Me,
ye should have known My Father also.”

These words spake Jesus in the treasury, as He taught in the temple: and
no man laid hands on Him; for His hour was not yet come.

Summary
Jesus declared that He is the Light of the world and that those who follow
Him will never walk in darkness. He taught that His authority comes from the
Father and that knowing Jesus is the only way to truly know God.

There will be times when you won't know which way to turn. Come follow
Jesus. He will show you where to go.

The Hope Of Eternal Life Comes through Jesus
—John 8:21-59

hen said Jesus again unto them, “I go My way, and ye shall seek Me,
and shall die in your sins: whither | go, ye cannot come.”

Then said the Jews, “Will He kill Himself? because He saith, ‘Whither |
g0, ye cannot come.”

And He said unto them, “Ye are from beneath; | am from above: ye are
of this world; I am not of this world. | said therefore unto you, that ye shall
die in your sins: for if ye believe not that | am He, ye shall die in your sins.”

Then said they unto Him, “Who art Thou?”

And Jesus saith unto them, “Even the same that | said unto you from
the beginning. | have many things to say and to judge of you: but He that
sent Me is true; and | speak to the world those things which | have heard
of Him.”

They understood not that He spake to them of the Father.

Then said Jesus unto them, “When ye have lifted up the Son of Man,
then shall ye know that | am He, and that | do nothing of Myself; but as My
Father hath taught Me, | speak these things. And He that sent Me is with
Me: the Father hath not left Me alone; for | do always those things that
please Him.”

As He spake these words, many believed on Him.Then said Jesus to
those Jews which believed on Him, “If ye continue in My word, then are ye
My disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make
you free.”

They answered Him, “We be Abraham'’s seed, and were never in bond-
age to any man: how sayest Thou, ‘Ye shall be made free™?”




Jesus answered them, “Verily, verily, | say unto you, Whoso-
ever committeth sin is the servant of sin. And the servant abideth
not in the house for ever: but the Son abideth ever. If the Son
therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.”l know that
ye are Abraham's seed; but ye seek to kill Me, because My word
hath no place in you. | speak that which | have seen with My Fa-
ther: and ye do that which ye have seen with your father.”

They answered and said unto Him, “Abraham is our father.”

Jesus saith unto them, “If ye were Abraham’s children, ye
would do the works of Abraham. But now ye seek to kill Me, a
Man that hath told you the truth, which | have heard of God: this
did not Abraham. Ye do the deeds of your father.”

Then said they to Him, “We be not born of fornication; we
have one Father, even God.”

Jesus said unto them, “If God were your Father, ye would love
Me: for | proceeded forth and came from God; neither came | of
Myself, but He sent Me. Why do ye not understand My speech?
even because ye cannot hear My word. Ye are of your father the
devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer
from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is
no truth in him.”

The Jews answered and said unto Him, “Say we not well that
Thou art a Samaritan, and hast a devil?”

Jesus answered, “l have not a devil; but | honour My Father,
and ye do dishonour Me. And | seek not Mine own glory: there
is One that seeketh and judgeth. Verily, verily, | say unto you, If a
man keep My saying, he shall never see death.”

Then said the Jews unto Him, “Now we know that Thou hast
a devil. Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and Thou sayest, ‘If
a man keep My saying, he shall never taste of death.” Art Thou
greater than our father Abraham, which is dead? and the proph-
ets are dead: whom makest Thou Thyself?"

Jesus answered, “If | honour Myself, My honour is nothing: it
is My Father that honoureth Me; of whom ye say, that He is your
God: Yet ye have not known Him; but | know Him. Your father
Abraham rejoiced to see My day: and he saw it, and was glad.”

Then said the Jews unto Him, “Thou art not yet fifty years old,
and hast Thou seen Abraham?”
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Jesus said unto them, “Verily, verily, | say unto you, Before
Abraham was, | AM.”

Then took they up stones to cast at Him: but Jesus hid Him-
self, and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them,
and so passed by.

Summary

Jesus taught that every person is a slave to sin and that true
freedom from sin comes only through faith in Him. As the
discussion continued, He challenged those who claimed Abraham
as their father while rejecting God's truth. Jesus revealed that
Abraham rejoiced to see His coming and then made one of the
clearest declarations of His deity: “Before Abraham was, | AM.” By
using the sacred name of God, Jesus proclaimed that He is the
eternal God who has always existed.

Jesus declared, “Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free.” Have you trusted the great “| AM” as your Savior
and Lord? Only Jesus can break the bondage of sin, give you true
freedom, and grant you everlasting life. Come to Him in faith
today, and experience the freedom, forgiveness, and hope that
only He can provide.
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The Power of Healing
Leads to Hope

Jesus Gave Hope to the Blind Man—john 9:1-34

nd as Jesus passed by, He saw a man which was blind from

his birth. And His disciples asked Him, saying, “Master, who
did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind?”

Jesus answered, “Neither hath this man sinned, nor his
parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in
him. | must work the works of Him that sent Me, while it is day:
the night cometh, when no man can work. As long as | am in the
world, | am the Light of the world.”

When He had thus spoken, He spat on the ground, and
made clay of the spittle, and He anointed the eyes of the blind
man with the clay, And said unto him, “Go, wash in the pool
of Siloam,” (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He went his way
therefore, and washed, and came seeing.

The neighbours therefore, and they which before had seen
him that he was blind, said, “Is not this he that sat and begged?”

Some said, “This is he:"” others said, “He is like him:” but he
said, “I am he.” Therefore said they unto him, “How were thine
eyes opened?”

He answered and said, “A Man that is called Jesus made clay,
and anointed mine eyes, and said unto me, ‘Go to the pool of
Siloam, and wash:" and | went and washed, and | received sight.”

Then said they unto him, “Where is He?”

He said, “l know not.”

They brought to the Pharisees him that aforetime was
blind. And it was the sabbath day when Jesus made the clay, and
opened his eyes.

Then again the Pharisees also asked him how he had received
his sight. He said unto them, “He put clay upon mine eyes, and |
washed, and do see.”

71




Therefore said some of the Pharisees, “This Man is not of God, because He
keepeth not the sabbath day.” Others said, “How can a man that is a sinner do
such miracles?” And there was a division among them.

They say unto the blind man again, “What sayest thou of Him, that He
hath opened thine eyes?”

He said, “He is a prophet.”

But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind, and
received his sight, until they called the parents of him that had received his
sight. And they asked them, saying, “Is this your son, who ye say was born
blind? how then doth he now see?”

His parents answered them and said, “We know that this is our son, and
that he was born blind: But by what means he now seeth, we know not; or who
hath opened his eyes, we know not: he is of age; ask him: he shall speak for
himself.” These words spake his parents, because they feared the Jews.

Then again called they the man that was blind, and said unto him, “Give
God the praise: we know that this Man is a sinner.”

He answered and said, “Whether He be a sinner or no, | know not: one
thing | know, that, whereas | was blind, now | see.”

Then said they to him again, “What did He to thee? how opened He thine
eyes?”

He answered them, “I have told you already, and ye did not hear: wherefore
would ye hear it again? will ye also be His disciples?”

Then they reviled him, and said, “Thou art His disciple; but we are Moses
disciples. We know that God spake unto Moses: as for this fellow, we know not
from whence He is.”

The man answered and said unto them, “Why herein is a marvellous thing,
that ye know not from whence He is, and yet He hath opened mine eyes. Now
we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God,
and doeth His will, him He heareth. Since the world began was it not heard
that any man opened the eyes of one that was born blind. If this Man were not
of God, He could do nothing.”

They answered and said unto him, “Thou wast altogether born in sins, and
dost thou teach us?” And they cast him out.

’

Summary
Jesus healed a man who had been blind from birth, demonstrating that He is
the Light of the world and that God's power can transform any life.

While others moved away, Jesus saw a man who was blind from birth and
moved toward him. Jesus is all about opening our eyes to see that suffering
can only have real meaning in relation to God. God must be valued more than
health and life itself. Like Jesus, see people with human challenges and move
toward them.
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Jesus Does Not Condemn but Gives Hope —John 9:35-41

esus heard that they had cast him out; and when He had found him, He said
J unto him, “Dost thou believe on the Son of God?”

He answered and said, “Who is He, Lord, that | might believe on Him?"

And Jesus said unto him, “Thou hast both seen Him, and it is He that
talketh with thee.”

And he said, “Lord, | believe.” And he worshipped Him.

And Jesus said, “For judgment | am come into this world, that they which
see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind.”

And some of the Pharisees which were with Him heard these words, and
said unto Him, “Are we blind also?”

Jesus said unto them, “If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye
say, ‘We see;’ therefore your sin remaineth.”

Summary

After the man was rejected by the religious leaders, Jesus found him and
revealed Himself as the Son of God. The man believed and worshiped Him.
This sixth sign miracle proves Jesus is light, both physical and spiritual, having
power over the physical body. Know this, Jesus’ healing power demonstrates
that He is all powerful. His care and concern shows that He is all loving. Will
you show His kindness to everyone you come in contact with, and pray for His
healing power in your life?
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Jesus Is the Door to Hope

Every hope we have is in the person of the Lord Jesus
Christ. He is the only entrance to heaven. He is our
Shepherd Who looks after us. And He has a personal
relationship with each person who comes to Him for
salvation.

Do You Hear His Voice?—John 10:1-21

esus said, “Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that

entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but
climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and
a robber. But he that entereth in by the door is the
shepherd of the sheep.

“To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear
his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and
leadeth them out. And when he putteth forth his own
sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow
him: for they know his voice. And a stranger will they
not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the
voice of strangers.”

This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they
understood not what things they were which He spake
unto them.

Then said Jesus unto them again, “Verily, verily, | say
unto you, | am the Door of the sheep. All that ever came
before Me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did
not hear them. | am the Door: by Me if any man enter
in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find
pasture.

“The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill,
and to destroy: | am come that they might have life, and
that they might have it more abundantly.
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“l am the Good Shepherd: the Good Shepherd giveth
His life for the sheep. But he that is an hireling, and not
the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the
wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and
the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. The
hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not
for the sheep. | am the Good Shepherd, and know My
sheep, and am known of Mine.

“As the Father knoweth Me, even so know | the
Father: and | lay down My life for the sheep. And other
sheep | have, which are not of this fold: them also | must
bring, and they shall hear My voice; and there shall be
one fold, and one Shepherd.

“Therefore doth My Father love Me, because | lay
down My life, that | might take it again. No man taketh
it from Me, but | lay it down of Myself. | have power
to lay it down, and | have power to take it again. This
commandment have | received of My Father.”

There was a division therefore again among the Jews
for these sayings. And many of them said, “He hath a
devil, and is mad; why hear ye Him?"

Others said, “These are not the words of him that
hath a devil. Can a devil open the eyes of the blind?”

Summary

Jesus described Himself as both the Door and the Good
Shepherd. He alone provides salvation, protection, and
abundant life for His sheep. Unlike false shepherds who
seek their own interests, Jesus willingly laid down His life
for His people and promised to gather all who believe in
Him into one flock under His care.

Jesus promises that if you enter the Door of salva-
tion, you will enjoy the freedom of coming and going into
His sheepfold. Also, He promises that you will enjoy life
more abundantly. If you pray for salvation, you will enjoy
fellowship with Jesus for eternity in a place called Heaven.
Will you trust Jesus today?
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The Father and | Are One—John 10:22-30

nd it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was

winter. And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon'’s porch.

Then came the Jews round about Him, and said unto Him,
“How long dost Thou make us to doubt? If Thou be the Christ, tell
us plainly.”

Jesus answered them, “I told you, and ye believed not: the
works that | do in My Father’s name, they bear witness of Me. But
ye believe not, because ye are not of My sheep, as | said unto you.
My sheep hear My voice, and | know them, and they follow Me: And
| give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither
shall any man pluck them out of My hand. My Father, which gave
them Me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out
of My Father’s hand. | and My Father are one.”

Summary

One of the greatest comforts in life is this; Jesus knows you by
name, personally for all eternity. In fact, the Bible says that if you
have trusted Jesus as your Savior, your name is written down in
“The Book of Life in Heaven.” Is your name written down in glory?
Have you believed in Him? Why not trust Him right now as He
speaks to you?
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Jesus Is Rejected Because He and the Father
Are One - John 10:31-42

hen the Jews took up stones again to stone Him. Jesus

answered them, “Many good works have | showed you
from My Father; for which of those works do ye stone Me?”

The Jews answered Him, saying, “For a good work we
stone Thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that Thou,
being a Man, makest Thyself God.”

Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your law, ‘I said,
Ye are gods? If He called them gods, unto whom the word
of God came, and the scripture cannot be broken; Say ye
of Him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the
world, ‘Thou blasphemest;’ because | said, ‘I am the Son of
God? If | do not the works of My Father, believe Me not.

“But if | do, though ye believe not Me, believe the works:
that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in Me, and
[in Him.”

Therefore they sought again to take Him: but He escaped
out of their hand, And went away again beyond Jordan into
the place where John at first baptized; and there He abode.

And many resorted unto Him, and said, “John did no
miracle: but all things that John spake of this Man were true.”
And many believed on Him there.

Summary

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man
should boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9)."” You must first place your
complete trust in Jesus, not only for this life but for the life
to come. Will you accept God's free gift of faith and believe in
Jesus today for eternal life?

Your Turn

Jesus, | want to accept You as my Savior, and enjoy
fellowshipping with You for eternity in heaven. Forgive me
of my sins and come into my heart right now. | place my
complete trust in You, and | accept Your free gift of eternal
life today.
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Jesus Can Raise You to New Life

Only God Can Raise the Dead— John 11:1-16

N ow a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of
Mary and her sister Martha. (It was that Mary which anointed the Lord
with ointment, and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was
sick.) Therefore his sisters sent unto Him, saying, “Lord, behold, he whom
Thou lovest is sick.”

When Jesus heard that, He said, “This sickness is not unto death, but for
the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby.” Now Jesus
loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. When He had heard therefore
that he was sick, He abode two days still in the same place where He was.
Then after that saith He to His disciples, “Let us go into Judaea again.”

His disciples say unto Him, “Master, the Jews of late sought to stone
Thee; and goest Thou thither again?”

Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any man
walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this world.
But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because there is no light in
him.” These things said He: and after that He saith unto them, “Our friend
Lazarus sleepeth; but | go, that | may awake him out of sleep.”

Then said His disciples, “Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well.” Howbeit
Jesus spake of his death: but they thought that He had spoken of taking of
restin sleep.

Then said Jesus unto them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. And | am glad for
your sakes that | was not there, to the intent ye may believe; nevertheless
let us go unto him.”

Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his fellow disciples,
“Let us also go, that we may die with Him.”

Summary

When Lazarus became sick, Mary and Martha sent word to Jesus, trusting
that He could help. Although Jesus loved them deeply, He delayed His visit
because He had a greater purpose in mind. Jesus reminded His disciples
that God's work must be done according to God's timing and that faith
grows when we trust Him even when we do not understand His plans.
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| Am the Resurrection and the Life
—John 11:17-27

Then when Jesus came, He found that he had lain in
the grave four days already. Now Bethany was nigh
unto Jerusalem, about fifteen furlongs off. And many
of the Jews came to Martha and Mary, to comfort them
concerning their brother.

Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was
coming, went and met Him: but Mary sat still in the
house. Then said Martha unto Jesus, “Lord, if Thou
hadst been here, my brother had not died. But | know,
that even now, whatsoever Thou wilt ask of God, God
will give it Thee.”

Jesus saith unto her, “Thy brother shall rise again.”

Martha saith unto Him, “l know that he shall rise
again in the resurrection at the last day.”

Jesus said unto her, “l am the Resurrection, and the
Life: he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet
shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in Me
shall never die. Believest thou this?”

She saith unto Him, “Yea, Lord: | believe that Thou
art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into
the world.

Summary

Lazarus had been in the grave four days. To Martha,
hope seemed to have come too late. But Jesus declared,
“I am the Resurrection, and the Life.” Death does not
have the final word—Jesus does.

Then Jesus made it personal: “Believest thou this?”
Martha answered, “Yea, Lord: | believe that Thou art the
Christ, the Son of God.”

Jesus asks you the same question. Do you believe?
Will you trust the One who is not only able to give life,
but is Life?



Lazarus Come Out!—John 11:28-44

nd when she had so said, she went her way, and called Mary

her sister secretly, saying, “The Master is come, and calleth
for thee.” As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly, and came
unto Him.

Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw Him,
she fell down at His feet, saying unto Him, “Lord, if Thou hadst
been here, my brother had not died.”

When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also
weeping which came with her, He groaned in the spirit, and was
troubled, and said, “Where have ye laid him?”

They said unto Him, “Lord, come and see.”

Jesus wept.

Then said the Jews, “Behold how He loved him!”

And some of them said, “Could not this Man, which opened
the eyes of the blind, have caused that even this man should not
have died?”

Jesus therefore again groaning in Himself cometh to the
grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. Jesus said, “Take ye
away the stone.”

Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto Him, “Lord,
by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days.”

Jesus saith unto her, “Said | not unto thee, that, if thou
wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?” Then
they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid.
And Jesus lifted up His eyes, and said, “Father, | thank Thee that
Thou hast heard Me. And | knew that Thou hearest Me always:
but because of the people which stand by | said it, that they may
believe that Thou hast sent Me.” And when He thus had spoken,
He cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth.” And he that
was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and
his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them,
“Loose him, and let him go.

Summary
Jesus raised Lazarus to life after he had been dead four days. He
will do the same for you, so that you can live with Him in Heaven
forever. Will you place your trust in Jesus today? By placing your
trust in Jesus, you can be prepared for eternal life with Him.
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The Plot to Kill Jesus—John 11:45-57

Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had seen the
things which Jesus did, believed on Him. But some of them
went their ways to the Pharisees, and told them what things Jesus
had done. Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a
council, and said, “What do we? for this Man doeth many miracles.
If we let Him thus alone, all men will believe on Him: and the
Romans shall come and take away both our place and nation.”

And one of them, named Caiaphas, being the high priest that
same year, said unto them, “Ye know nothing at all, Nor consider
that it is expedient for us, that one man should die for the people,
and that the whole nation perish not.”

And this spake he not of himself: but being high priest that
year, he prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation; And not
for that nation only, but that also He should gather together in
one the children of God that were scattered abroad.

Then from that day forth they took counsel together for to
put Him to death. Jesus therefore walked no more openly among
the Jews; but went thence unto a country near to the wilderness,
into a city called Ephraim, and there continued with His disciples.

And the Jews' passover was nigh at hand: and many went
out of the country up to Jerusalem before the passover, to
purify themselves. Then sought they for Jesus, and spake among
themselves, as they stood in the temple, “What think ye, that He
will not come to the feast?”

Now both the chief priests and the Pharisees had given a
commandment, that, if any man knew where He were, he should
show it, that they might take Him.

Summary

The raising of Lazarus intensified the opposition of the religious
leaders. Fearing the loss of their power and influence, they began
plotting His death. But God's plan was moving forward, for Jesus
would soon give His life for all who would believe in Him. Allow
Jesus to sit on the throne of your heart to rule all you say and do.
He wants to give you an abundant life; not only in this life, but the
life to come.

RN




12

Many Believed the Message
of Hope

Mary Anointed Jesus’ Feet at a Banquet in
Bethany —John 12:1-11

hen Jesus six days before the passover came to Bethany,

where Lazarus was which had been dead, whom He
raised from the dead. There they made Him a supper; and
Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them that sat at the
table with Him. Then took Mary a pound of ointment of
spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and
wiped His feet with her hair: and the house was filled with
the odour of the ointment.

Then saith one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's
son, which should betray Him, “Why was not this ointment
sold for three hundred pence, and given to the poor?” This
he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a
thief, and had the bag, and bare what was put therein.

Then said Jesus, “Let her alone: against the day of My
burying hath she kept this. For the poor always ye have with
you; but Me ye have not always.”

Much people of the Jews therefore knew that He was
there: and they came not for Jesus’ sake only, but that they
might see Lazarus also, whom He had raised from the dead.

But the chief priests consulted that they might put
Lazarus also to death; Because that by reason of him many
of the Jews went away, and believed on Jesus.

Summary

While Judas criticized Mary's act of worship, Jesus
commended her and explained that she was preparing Him
for His burial. Jesus knows your thoughts. He will forgive you
for any sin or doubt that hides in your heart. Will you let Him
teach you to think His thoughts?
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Jesus Entered Jerusalem as the Messiah
—John 12:12-19

n the next day much people that were come to the

feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to
Jerusalem, took branches of palm trees, and went forth to
meet Him, and cried, “Hosanna:

Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the name
of the Lord.”

And Jesus, when He had found a young donkey, sat
thereon; as it is written,

“Fear not, daughter of Sion: Behold, thy King cometh
sitting on an donkey’s colt.”

These things understood not His disciples at the first:
but when Jesus was glorified, then remembered they that
these things were written of Him, and that they had done
these things unto Him.

The people therefore that was with Him when He
called Lazarus out of his grave, and raised him from the
dead, bare record.

For this cause the people also met Him, for that they
heard that He had done this miracle.

The Pharisees therefore said among themselves,
“Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing? behold, the world is
gone after Him.”

Summary

As Jesus entered Jerusalem, the crowds welcomed Him
as their King. They praised Him with palm branches and
shouts of worship, fulfilling ancient prophecy. Though
many expected a political deliverer, Jesus came as the
promised Savior who would soon give His life for the world.
Will you follow Jesus wherever He leads? He will give you a
willing spirit, courage to endure, and strength to do it.
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The Father Spoke to Jesus from Heaven—]john 12:20-41

nd there were certain Greeks among them that came up to

worship at the feast: The same came therefore to Philip, which
was of Bethsaida of Galilee, and desired him, saying, “Sir, we would
see Jesus.” Philip cometh and telleth Andrew: and again Andrew and
Philip tell Jesus.

And Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour is come, that the
Son of Man should be glorified. Verily, verily, | say unto you, Except a
corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it
die, it bringeth forth much fruit.

“He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in
this world shall keep it unto life eternal. If any man serve Me, let him
follow Me; and where | am, there shall also My servant be: if any man
serve Me, him will My Father honour. Now is My soul troubled; and
what shall | say? ‘Father, save Me from this hour:’ but for this cause
came | unto this hour. Father, glorify Thy name.”

Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, “lI have both
glorified it, and will glorify it again.” The people therefore, that stood
by, and heard it, said that it thundered: others said, “An angel spake
to Him.”

fed
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Jesus answered and said, “This voice came not because of Me,
but for your sakes. “Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the
prince of this world be cast out. And |, if | be lifted up from the earth,
will draw all men unto Me.” This He said, signifying what death He
should die.

The people answered Him, “We have heard out of the law that
Christ abideth for ever: and how sayest Thou, ‘The Son of Man must
be lifted up? who is this Son of Man?”

Then Jesus said unto them, “Yet a little while is the Light with
you. Walk while ye have the Light, lest darkness come upon you: for
he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth. While
ye have Light, believe in the Light, that ye may be the children of
Light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide Himself
from them. But though He had done so many miracles before them,
yet they believed not on Him: That the saying of Esaias the prophet
might be fulfilled, which he spake,

“Lord, who hath believed our report?

And to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed?”
Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias said again,
“He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart;

That they should not see with their eyes,

Nor understand with their heart,

And be converted, and | should heal them.”

These things said Esaias, when he saw His glory, and spake of Him.

Summary
As Jesus approached the cross, He openly declared that His death
would bring life to many, just as a seed must die before it can produce
a harvest. When Jesus prayed, “Father, glorify Thy name,” God the
Father answered audibly from heaven, affirming His Son and His
mission. Jesus explained that through His death He would draw
people from every nation to Himself. Although many witnessed His
miracles and even heard the Father's testimony, some still refused
to believe.

Will you believe in the Light while you have the opportunity?
Come to Jesus in faith today, trust Him as your Savior and Lord, and
receive the eternal life that He offers to all who believe.
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Walk in the Light of Hope—John 12:42-50

N evertheless among the chief rulers also many believed
on Him; but because of the Pharisees they did not
confess Him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue:
For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of
God.

Jesus cried and said, “He that believeth on Me, believeth
not on Me, but on Him that sent Me. And he that seeth Me
seeth Him that sent Me. | am come a Light into the world, that
whosoever believeth on Me should not abide in darkness.
And if any man hear My words, and believe not, | judge him
not: for | came not to judge the world, but to save the world.

“He that rejecteth Me, and receiveth not My words,
hath One that judgeth him: the word that | have spoken,
the same shall judge him in the last day. “For | have not
spoken of Myself; but the Father which sent Me, He gave
Me a commandment, what | should say, and what | should
speak. And | know that His commandment is life everlasting:
whatsoever | speak therefore, even as the Father said unto
Me, so | speak.”

Summary

You are saved by grace because you put your faith in Jesus.
It is not your own doing, but His gift to you. You cannot
boast that you had anything to do with it. He will make you a
new person created in Him to serve God. You don't deserve
salvation, because of your past sins, but God will give you
the greatest gift of all—salvation. Then He will equip you to
serve with good works. Will you accept His free gift of eternal
life today?




06

13

The Humility of Jesus
Shows Hope

Throughout His life on earth, Jesus demonstrated a spirit of profound
humility, saying that He “came not to be served but to serve others
and to give His life as a ransom for many.” “So humble yourselves
under the mighty power of God, and at the right time He will lift you
up in honor.” This gives us hope and encouragement.

Jesus Washed His Disciples Feet— John 13:1-20

ow before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that

His hour was come that He should depart out of this world
unto the Father, having loved His own which were in the world,
He loved them unto the end. And supper being ended, the devil
having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon'’s son, to
betray Him; Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into
His hands, and that He was come from God, and went to God; He
riseth from supper, and laid aside His garments; and took a towel,
and girded Himself. After that He poureth water into a bason, and
began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel
wherewith He was girded.

Then cometh He to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto Him,
“Lord, dost Thou wash my feet?”

Jesus answered and said unto him, “What | do thou knowest
not now; but thou shalt know hereafter.”

Peter saith unto Him, “Thou shalt never wash my feet.”

Jesus answered him, “If | wash thee not, thou hast no part
with Me.”

Simon Peter saith unto Him, “Lord, not my feet only, but also
my hands and my head.”

Jesus saith to him, “He that is washed needeth not save to
wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all.
For He knew who should betray Him; therefore said He, “Ye are
not all clean.”
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So after He had washed their feet,
and had taken His garments, and was set
down again, He said unto them, “Know
ye what | have done to you? Ye call Me
Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so |
am. If | then, your Lord and Master, have
washed your feet; ye also ought to wash
one another’s feet. For | have given you
an example, that ye should do as | have
done to you.

“Verily, verily, | say unto you, The
servantis not greater than his lord; neither
He that is sent greater than He that sent
Him. If ye know these things, happy are ye
if ye do them.

“I speak not of you all: I know whom
| have chosen: but that the scripture may
be fulfilled, ‘He that eateth bread with Me
hath lifted up his heel against Me." Now
| tell you before it come, that, when it is
come to pass, ye may believe that | am
He. Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that
receiveth whomsoever | send receiveth
Me; and He that receiveth Me receiveth
Him that sent Me.”

Summary
Knowing that the cross was near, Jesus
demonstrated true humility by washing
His disciples’ feet. The Creator became
a servant and taught His followers that
greatness is found in serving others. His
example reminds us that genuine love
expresses itself through humble service.
Just as Jesus washed the feet of His
followers, He will help you to be humble
and serve others. Will you follow His
example and serve others?
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Judas Betrayed Jesus, But You Can Believe
—John 13:21-30

hen Jesus had thus said, He was troubled in
spirit, and testified, and said, “Verily, verily, | say
unto you, that one of you shall betray Me."

Then the disciples looked one on another,
doubting of whom He spake. Now there was leaning
on Jesus' bosom one of His disciples, whom Jesus
loved. Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, that he
should ask who it should be of whom He spake.

He then lying on Jesus' breast saith unto Him,
“Lord, who is it?”

Jesus answered, “He it is, to whom | shall give a
sop, when | have dipped it.”

And when He had dipped the sop, He gave it to
Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon. And after the sop
Satan entered into him.

Then said Jesus unto him, “That thou doest, do
quickly.” Now no man at the table knew for what intent
He spake this unto him. For some of them thought,
because Judas had the bag, that Jesus had said unto
him, “Buy those things that we have need of against the
feast;” or, that he should give something to the poor.

He then having received the sop wentimmediately
out: and it was night.

Summary

One of Jesus' disciples chose to betray Him. You can
choose a path to life. The call to follow Jesus is a call
to follow Him and trust the course that He sets even
when it seems that it's not “working.” Stop and think
about this: Jesus loved you enough to die for you. And
he loves you just as much, no matter how many times
you stumble and fall and weep and turn back. He takes
your guilt and makes it so that in God's sight you never
sinned. That's the kind of friend you need, but can
never deserve. Yet in Jesus, that is the kind of friend
we have.
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Jesus Gave a New Commandment—,john 13:31-38

herefore, when he was gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man

glorified, and God is glorified in Him. If God be glorified in Him, God shall
also glorify Him in Himself, and shall straightway glorify Him. Little children,
yet a little while | am with you. Ye shall seek Me: and as | said unto the Jews,
‘Whither | go, ye cannot come;’ so now | say to you. A new commandment |
give unto you, That ye love one another; as | have loved you, that ye also love
one another. By this shall all men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have love
one to another.”

Simon Peter said unto Him, “Lord, whither goest Thou?”

Jesus answered him, “Whither | go, thou canst not follow Me now; but
thou shalt follow Me afterwards.”

Peter said unto Him, “Lord, why cannot | follow Thee now? | will lay down
my life for Thy sake.”

Jesus answered him, “Wilt thou lay down thy life for My sake? Verily, verily,
| say unto thee, The cock shall not crow, till thou hast denied Me thrice.”

Summary
After Judas departed, Jesus prepared His disciples for His approaching death.
He gave them a new commandment—to love one another as He had loved
them. Jesus taught that love would be the defining mark of His followers.
Everyone, in their lifetime, has difficulty loving some people. Jesus loves
everyone in the whole world and died for them. When you encounter those
who are difficult to love, let Jesus love them through you. Will you allow Him
to demonstrate to the world true Christian love, so they will know you are His
follower because of your love?
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The Promise of Jesus Seals Our Hope

Along with the gift of salvation, Jesus also gives us promises. These promises
center around what is promised to us in heaven, how the Father also loves us,
and the ministry of comfort the Holy Spirit gives us. And the good thing is that
it is all free to us!

You Can Be Comforted with the Truth—John 14:1-7

esus saith, “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in

J Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, | would have
told you. | go to prepare a place for you. And if | go and prepare a place for you,
| will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where | am, there ye may
be also. And whither | go ye know, and the way ye know.”

Thomas saith unto Him, “Lord, we know not whither Thou goest; and how
can we know the way?"

Jesus saith unto him, “l am the Way, the Truth, and the Life: no man cometh
unto the Father, but by Me. If ye had known Me, ye should have known My
Father also: and from henceforth ye know Him, and have seen Him.”

Summary
Jesus said that He would come back to take you where He is. That's what He
wants. He wants you to live with Him in heaven for all eternity. Will you accept
His gift today?
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To Know Jesus Is to Know His Father— John 14:8-14

hilip saith unto Him, “Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us.”

Jesus saith unto him, “Have | been so long time with you, and yet
hast thou not known Me, Philip? he that hath seen Me hath seen
the Father; and how sayest thou then, ‘Shew us the Father?' Believest
thou not that | am in the Father, and the Father in Me? the words that
| speak unto you | speak not of Myself: but the Father that dwelleth in
Me, He doeth the works. Believe Me that | am in the Father, and the
Father in Me: or else believe Me for the very works’ sake.

“Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that believeth on Me, the works
that | do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do;
because | go unto My Father. And whatsoever ye shall ask in My
name, that will | do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye
shall ask any thing in My name, | will do it.

Summary

Will you come in the name of Jesus, to ask your request? He said
that He would do it if you asked in His name. If you have placed your
complete trust in Jesus, you can ask in His name because He is in
your heart. His blood has cleansed you and has given you access to
His Father because He is your intercessor. Trust in Him today.

Your Promise for Today and Tomorrow—jJohn 14:15-21

“If ye love Me, keep My commandments. And | will pray the
Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide
with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot
receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: but ye know
Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. | will not leave you
comfortless: | will come to you.

“Yet a little while, and the world seeth Me no more; but ye see Me:
because | live, ye shall live also. At that day ye shall know that am in
My Father, and ye in Me, and | in you.

“He that hath My commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that
loveth Me: and he that loveth Me shall be loved of My Father, and | will
love him, and will manifest Myself to him.”

Summary

Jesus promised two things that you can know beyond a shadow of a
doubt: First, He would come to live within your heart when you are
saved; second, you would be placed in Him in heaven. The first means
you have His life in you. The second means you can be as close to
God, the heavenly Father, as Jesus is. Will you come to Jesus today?




I Am Leaving You with a Gift
—John 14:22-31

udas saith unto Him, not Iscariot, “Lord, how
J is it that Thou wilt manifest Thyself unto us,
and not unto the world?”

Jesus answered and said unto him, “If a
man love Me, he will keep My words: and My
Father will love him, and We will come unto
him, and make Our abode with him.

“He that loveth Me not keepeth not My
sayings: and the word which ye hear is not
Mine, but the Father’s which sent Me. These
things have | spoken unto you, being yet
present with you.

“But the Comforter, which is the Holy
Ghost, whom the Father will send in My name,
He shall teach you all things, and bring all
things to your remembrance, whatsoever |
have said unto you.

“Peace | leave with you, My peace | give
unto you: not as the world giveth, give | unto
you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither
let it be afraid. Ye have heard how | said unto
you, ‘l go away, and come again unto you.' If ye
loved Me, ye would rejoice, because | said, 'l go
unto the Father:’ for My Father is greater than I.

“And now | have told you before it comes
to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye might
believe. Hereafter | will not talk much with you:
for the prince of this world cometh, and hath
nothing in Me. But that the world may know
that | love the Father; and as the Father gave
Me commandment, even so | do. Arise, let us
go hence.”

Summary

You need the Holy Spirit guiding in your life to
help you learn Scripture and to remember the
things Jesus said.
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The Hope Living in You Brings Joy

Remain in My Love—]John 15:1-13

esus saith unto them, “I am the true Vine, and My Father is the
JHusbandman. Every branch in Me that beareth not fruit He taketh
away: and every branch that beareth fruit, He purgeth it, that it may bring
forth more fruit. Now ye are clean through the word which | have spoken
unto you. Abide in Me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of
itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in Me.

“| am the Vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in Me, and |
in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without Me ye can do
nothing. If a man abide not in Me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is
withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are
burned. If ye abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ye shall ask what
ye will, and it shall be done unto you. Herein is My Father glorified, that ye
bear much fruit; so shall ye be My disciples.

“As the Father hath loved Me, so have | loved you: continue ye in My
love. If ye keep My commandments, ye shall abide in My love; even as
| have kept My Father's commandments, and abide in His love. These
things have | spoken unto you, that My joy might remain in you, and that
your joy might be full.

“This is My commandment, That ye love one another, as | have loved
you. Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for
his friends.”

Summary

Jesus used the illustration of a vine and its branches to teach that spiritual
life, growth, and fruitfulness come only through a close relationship with
Him. Just as a branch cannot survive apart from the vine, believers cannot
live fruitful Christian lives apart from Christ.

Are you abiding in Jesus each day? Stay connected to Him through
prayer, His Word, and obedience to His commands. Trust Him to
strengthen your faith, produce spiritual fruit in your life, and fill you with
His joy. Remain in His love, and let His love flow through you to others.
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You Are My Friends—John 15:14-27

esus saith unto them,"”Ye are My friends, if ye do whatsoever | command
Jyou. Henceforth | call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his
ord doeth: but | have called you friends; for all things that | have heard of My
Father | have made known unto you.

“Ye have not chosen Me, but | have chosen you, and ordained you, that
ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that
whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in My name, He may give it you.

“These things | command you, that ye love one another.”

“If the world hate you, ye know that it hated Me before it hated you. If ye
were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the
world, but | have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.

“Remember the word that | said unto you, ‘The servant is not greater than
his lord." If they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they have
kept My saying, they will keep yours also. But all these things will they do unto
you for My name’s sake, because they know not Him that sent Me.

“If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now
they have no cloke for their sin. He that hateth Me hateth My Father also. If |
had not done among them the works which none other man did, they had not
had sin: but now have they both seen and hated both Me and My Father. But
this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law,
‘They hated Me without a cause.’

“But when the Comforter is come, whom | will send unto you from the
Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, He shall
testify of Me: “And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with Me
from the beginning.”

Summary

Jesus has called you to be His friend, and to share His love with others. Will
you tell your friends and family about Jesus? He will speak through you and
remove their blindness.
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The Presence of Jesus
in You Is Your Hope

| Will Never Abandon You—John 16:1-7

esus saith unto them, “These things have | spoken unto you, that ye should
Jnot be offended. They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time
cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service. And
these things will they do unto you, because they have not known the Father,
nor Me. But these things have | told you, that when the time shall come, ye
may remember that | told you of them.

“And these things | said not unto you at the beginning, because | was with
you. But now | go My way to Him that sent Me; and none of you asketh Me,
‘Whither goest Thou?' But because | have said these things unto you, sorrow
hath filled your heart. 107

“Nevertheless | tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that | go away:
for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if | depart, | will
send Him unto you.”

Summary
Jesus prepared His disciples for the persecution and hardships they would
face after His departure. He promised to send the Comforter, the Holy
Spirit, who would remain with them and provide the guidance, strength, and
encouragement they would need.

Are you discouraged or facing difficulties today? Remember that Jesus has
not left you alone. Trust in His promises, rely on the Holy Spirit for strength

and guidance, and walk forward in faith knowing that God is always with you.
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The Holy Spirit Will Glorify Me—John 16:8-15

esus saith, “And when He is come, He will reprove the world
J of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: Of sin, because
they believe not on Me; Of righteousness, because | go to My
Father, and ye see Me no more; Of judgment, because the
prince of this world is judged.

“l have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear
them now. Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will
guide you into all truth: for He shall not speak of Himself; but
whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak: and He will shew
you things to come. He shall glorify Me: for He shall receive of
Mine, and shall shew it unto you.

“All things that the Father hath are Mine: therefore said |,
that He shall take of Mine, and shall shew it unto you.”

Summary

Jesus taught that the Holy Spirit would continue His work after
His departure. The Spirit would convict the world of sin, reveal
God's righteousness, and warn of coming judgment. He would
guide believers into truth, teach them the things of God, and
help them understand Christ's words. Most importantly, the
Holy Spirit would glorify Jesus by revealing who He is and
drawing people to faith in Him. The Spirit's ministry is always
centered on exalting Christ and helping believers grow in their
relationship with Him.

Have you responded to the Holy Spirit's work in your life?
Listen to His conviction, follow His guidance, and allow Him to
lead you into God's truth. As the Holy Spirit points you to Jesus,
trust Him more fully, obey His Word, and let your life bring glory
to the Savior.

Ask and You Will Receive —John 16:16-24

esus saith, “A little while, and ye shall not see Me: and again, a little while,
and ye shall see Me, because | go to the Father.”

Then said some of His disciples among themselves, “What is this that He
saith unto us, ‘A little while, and ye shall not see Me: and again, a little while,
and ye shall see Me:’ and, ‘Because | go to the Father?” They said therefore,
“What is this that He saith, ‘A little while? we cannot tell what He saith.”

Now Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask Him, and said unto them,
“Do ye enquire among yourselves of that | said, ‘A little while, and ye shall not
see Me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see Me?' “Verily, verily, | say unto
you, That ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice: and ye shall be
sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy.

“A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come:
but as soon as she is delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the
anguish, for joy that a man is born into the world. And ye now therefore have
sorrow: but | will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no
man taketh from you.

“And in that day ye shall ask Me nothing. Verily, verily, | say unto you,
Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in My name, He will give it you. Hitherto
have ye asked nothing in My name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may
be full.”

Summary

Jesus explained to His disciples that the sorrow they would experience at His
death would soon be replaced with joy through His resurrection. Jesus assured
them that their grief would not last forever.

Are you carrying burdens, sorrow, or unanswered questions today? Bring
them to the Father in the name of Jesus. Trust His promises, seek Him in
prayer, and believe that He is working for your good. Ask in faith, receive His
peace, and let the joy of Christ fill your heart.




| Have Overcome the World—John 16:25-33

esus saith, “These things have | spoken unto you in proverbs: but

the time cometh, when I shall no more speak unto you in proverbs,
but | shall shew you plainly of the Father. At that day ye shall ask in
My name: and | say not unto you, that | will pray the Father for you:
for the Father Himself loveth you, because ye have loved Me, and
have believed that | came out from God. | came forth from the Father,
and am come into the world: again, | leave the world, and go to the
Father.”

His disciples said unto Him, “Lo, now speakest Thou plainly, and
speakest no proverb. Now are we sure that Thou knowest all things,
and needest not that any man should ask Thee: by this we believe
that Thou camest forth from God.”

Jesus answered them, “Do ye now believe? Behold, the hour
cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every man to his
own, and shall leave Me alone: and yet | am not alone, because the
Father is with Me. These things | have spoken unto you, that in Me
ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of
good cheer; | have overcome the world.”

Summary

Jesus assured His disciples that the Father loved them and that they
could come directly to Him in prayer through faith in Him. Jesus
promised them a peace that the world could not provide. He reminded
them that troubles and trials are a part of life in this world, but they
need not be overcome by fear because He has already overcome the
world through His victory over sin, death, and Satan.

Are you facing trials, uncertainty, or fear today? Take courage
and place your trust in Jesus Christ. Bring your needs to the Father
in prayer, rest in His love, and hold firmly to His promise: “Be of good
cheer; | have overcome the world.” Through faith in Jesus, you can
experience His peace and victory no matter what challenges you face.
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The Prayer of Jesus for You
Gives You Hope

Father, Glorify Your Son—John 17:1-5

hese words spake Jesus, and lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said, “Father,

the hour is come; glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may glorify Thee: As
Thou hast given Him power over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to
as many as Thou hast given Him. And this is life eternal, that they might know
Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent.

“l have glorified Thee on the earth: | have finished the work which Thou
gavest Me to do. And now, O Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine own self with
the glory which | had with Thee before the world was.”

Summary
As the cross drew near, Jesus began His prayer by asking the Father to glorify
Him through the completion of His mission. He declared that eternal life is
found in knowing God and believing in Jesus Christ, whom the Father sentinto
the world.
Jesus completed the work the
Father gave Him so that you could
have eternal life. Eternal life is
not found in religion, good works,
or human effort—it is found in
knowing the only true God and His
Son, Jesus Christ. Have you placed
your faith in Him? Trust Jesus as
your Savior and Lord today, receive
the gift of eternal life, and begin a
relationship with the One who loved
you enough to give His life for you.
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Make Them Holy by Your Truth—John 17:6-19

esus saith, “ have manifested Thy name unto the men which Thou gavest

Me out of the world: Thine they were, and Thou gavest them Me; and they
have kept Thy word. Now they have known that all things whatsoever Thou
hast given Me are of Thee. For | have given unto them the words which
Thou gavest Me; and they have received them, and have known surely that
| came out from Thee, and they have believed that Thou didst send Me.

“l pray for them: | pray not for the world, but for them which Thou
hast given Me; for they are Thine.And all Mine are Thine, and Thine are
Mine; and | am glorified in them. And now | am no more in the world, but
these are in the world, and | come to Thee. Holy Father, keep through Thine
own name those whom Thou hast given Me, that they may be one, as We
are. While | was with them in the world, | kept them in Thy name: those
that Thou gavest Me | have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of
perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled.

“"And now come | to Thee; and these things | speak in the world, that
they might have My joy fulfilled in themselves. | have given them Thy word;
and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as
I am not of the world.

“I pray not that Thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that
Thou shouldest keep them from the evil. They are not of the world, even as
I am not of the world. Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy word is truth.
As Thou hast sent Me into the world, even so have | also sent them into
the world. And for their sakes | sanctify Myself, that they also might be
sanctified through the truth.”

Summary

Jesus prayed specifically for His disciples, thanking the Father for those who
had believed in Him. He asked God to protect them, unite them, fill them
with joy, and sanctify them through His truth.

Jesus wants you to know Him and to spend your life learning about
Him, and telling your family and friends about what He did in your life.
Then, one day, He will call you home to be with Him. So we ask you this
question, “Will you accept Jesus today and live with Him for eternity in a
place that He is preparing for you?

Your Turn.—Jesus, | accept you as my Savior. Forgive me for my sins. | now
receive your free gift of eternal life. | want all of my friends and family to
know you like | do.
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I Am Praying for All Who Will Ever Believe in Me
— John 17:20-26

esus saith, “Neither pray | for these alone, but for them also which shall
Jbelieve on Me through their word; That they all may be one; as Thou,
Father, art in Me, and | in Thee, that they also may be one in Us: that the
world may believe that Thou hast sent Me.

“And the glory which Thou gavest Me | have given them; that they may
be one, even as We are one: | in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be
made perfect in one; and that the world may know that Thou hast sent Me,
and hast loved them, as Thou hast loved Me.

“Father, | will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me
where | am; that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me: for
Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world.

“O righteous Father, the world hath not known Thee: but | have known
Thee, and these have known that Thou hast sent Me. And | have declared
unto them Thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith Thou hast
loved Me may be in them, and | in them.”

Summary

This beautiful prayer reveals Christ's deep love for His followers and His
desire that they share in His glory forever. You can’t begin to imagine the
wonders and glory Jesus has waiting for you in heaven. The Bible teaches
that there is a sparkling clean river, flowing from Jesus' and His Father’s
throne. A Tree of Life grows on each side of the river. There is nothing evil
in the city because the Father's throne and Jesus' throne are there. Jesus’
servants will worship Him continually. They will see His face and His name
will be on their foreheads. And He will rule His people forever.
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Jesus Prays to the Father in the Garden of Gethsemene:
—Matthew 26:36-46, Mark 14:32-42, Luke 22:39-46

Jesus came out, and went, as He was wont, to the mount of Olives, unto
a place which was named Gethsemane; and His disciples also followed Him.
And He saith unto the disciples, “Sit ye here, while | go and pray yonder. Pray
that ye enter not into temptation.”

And He took with Him Peter and James and John, the two sons of Zebedee,
and began to be sore amazed, sorrowful, and very heavy. Then saith He unto
them, “My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and
watch with Me.”

And He was withdrawn from them about a stone’s cast, and went a little
farther, and fell on the ground, and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour
might pass from Him. And He said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible unto
Thee; O My Father, if Thou be willing, and if it be possible, remove this cup
from Me: nevertheless not My will, but Thine, be done.”

And there appeared an angel unto Him from heaven, strengthening Him.
And being in an agony He prayed more earnestly: and His sweat was as it were
great drops of blood falling down to the ground.

And He rose up from prayer and came unto His disciples, and found
them sleeping for sorrow, for their eyes were heavy. And He saith unto Peter,
“Simon, sleepest thou? What, couldest not thou watch with Me one hour? Why
sleep ye? Rise, watch and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. The spirit truly is
ready, but the flesh is weak.”

He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if
this cup may not pass away from Me, except | drink it, Thy will be done.”

And He came and found them asleep again, for their eyes were heavy,
neither wist they what to answer Him. And He left them, and went away again,
and prayed the third time, saying the same words.

Then cometh He to His disciples the third time, and saith unto them,
“Sleep on now, and take your rest: it is enough, the hour is come; behold, the
Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise up, let us go; lo, he that
betrayeth Me is at hand.”

Summary

In Gethsemane, Jesus shows us what complete surrender looks like. He
knew the suffering before Him, yet He chose the Father’s will above His own.
“Nevertheless not My will, but Thine, be done.” Following Jesus means trusting
God even when obedience is costly and the path ahead is difficult. Will you
surrender your will to Him today?
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Jesus Died for You

The events in this chapter and the next chapter are the most important events
in the history of the world. What He did here promises those who call upon
Him for salvation, will spend eternity with Him in Heaven.

Who Are You Looking for?— John 18:1-11

hen Jesus had spoken these words, He went forth with His disciples over

the brook Cedron, where was a garden, into the which He entered, and
His disciples. And Judas also, which betrayed Him, knew the place: for Jesus
ofttimes resorted thither with His disciples. Judas then, having received a band
of men and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, cometh thither with
lanterns and torches and weapons.

Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon Him, went
forth, and said unto them, “Whom seek ye?”

They answered Him, “Jesus of Nazareth.”

Jesus saith unto them, “l am He.”

And Judas also, which betrayed Him, stood with them. As soon then as
He had said unto them, “l am He,” they went backward, and fell to the ground.

Then asked He them again, “Whom seek ye?”

And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”

Jesus answered, “I have told you that | am He: if therefore ye seek Me, let
these go their way:” That the saying might be fulfilled, which He spake, “Of
them which Thou gavest Me have | lost none.”

Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the high priest's
servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant’s name was Malchus. Then said
Jesus unto Peter, “Put up thy sword into the sheath: the cup which My Father
hath given Me, shall | not drink it?”

Summary

In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus willingly surrendered Himself to the
Father's plan so that you could be saved. When life becomes difficult, will you
trust God's will as Jesus did? Lay down your fears, your struggles, and your
desire to control every outcome, and place your life in His hands. Follow Jesus
in faith and obedience, knowing that God’s plan is always greater than your
own and His love for you never fails.
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The First Trial before the High Priest — John 18:12-23

hen the band and the captain and officers of the Jews took Jesus, and

bound Him, And led Him away to Annas first; for he was father in law to
Caiaphas, which was the high priest that same year. Now Caiaphas was he,
which gave counsel to the Jews, that it was expedient that one man should die
for the people.

And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple: that disciple
was known unto the high priest, and went in with Jesus into the palace of the
high priest. But Peter stood at the door without. Then saith the damsel that
kept the door unto Peter, “Art not thou also one of this Man’s disciples?”

He saith, “l am not.”

The servants and officers stood there, who had made a fire of coals; for
it was cold: and they warmed themselves: and Peter stood with them, and
warmed himself.

The high priest then asked Jesus of His disciples, and of His doctrine. Jesus
answered him, “I spake openly to the world; | ever taught in the synagogue,
and in the temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret have | said
nothing. Why askest thou Me? ask them which heard Me, what | have said unto
them: behold, they know what | said.”

And when He had thus spoken, one of the officers which stood by struck
Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, “Answerest Thou the high priest so?”

Jesus answered him, “If | have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: but if
well, why smitest thou Me?”

Summary

This passage highlights the faithfulness of Jesus under pressure. When your
faith is tested, will you stand with Jesus or shrink back in fear? Ask God for the
courage to remain faithful, speak the truth with love, and trust Him in difficult
situations. Even when you fail, remember that Jesus is faithful and ready to
forgive, restore, and strengthen those who turn back to Him.

118

Peter Denied Jesus the Second and Third Time
—John 18:24-28

ow Annas had sent Him bound unto Caiaphas the high priest.

And Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. They said therefore
unto him, “Art not thou also one of His disciples?”

He denied it, and said, “l am not.”

One of the servants of the high priest, being his kinsman whose
ear Peter cut off, saith, “Did not | see thee in the garden with Him?"

Peter then denied again: and immediately the cock crew.

Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment:
and it was early; and they themselves went not into the judgment
hall, lest they should be defiled; but that they might eat the passover.

Summary

While Jesus stood faithfully before His accusers, Peter struggled with
fear and denied knowing Him three times. Jesus knew Peter would
deny Him. He also knew he would return to Him. It was His grace
that brought Peter back. That same grace is available to you when
you sin. This is your only hope of staying faithful. You can have that
assurance that Jesus will keep you from stumbling, and will lift you up
to strengthen others. Will you trust Jesus today?
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The Third Trial before Pilate—John 18:29-40

Pilate then went out unto them, and said, “What accusation bring ye
against this Man?”

They answered and said unto him, “If He were not a malefactor, we
would not have delivered Him up unto thee.”

Then said Pilate unto them, “Take ye Him, and judge Him according to
your law.”

The Jews therefore said unto him, “It is not lawful for us to put any
man to death:” That the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled, which He spake,
signifying what death He should die.

Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus, and
said unto Him, “Art Thou the King of the Jews?”

Jesus answered him, “Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell
it thee of Me?”

Pilate answered, “Am | a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests
have delivered Thee unto me: what hast Thou done?”

Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world: if My kingdom were
of this world, then would My servants fight, that | should not be delivered
to the Jews: but now is My kingdom not from hence.”

Pilate therefore said unto Him, “Art Thou a king then?”

Jesus answered, “Thou sayest that | am a king. To this end was | born,
and for this cause came | into the world, that | should bear witness unto the
truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth My voice.”

Pilate saith unto Him, “What is truth?” And when he had said this, he
went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, “I find in Him no fault at
all. Butye have a custom, that | should release unto you one at the passover:
will ye therefore that | release unto you the King of the Jews?”

Then cried they all again, saying, “Not this Man, but Barabbas.” Now
Barabbas was a robber.

Summary
Several hours before His death, Jesus told His disciples that the purpose of
His birth was to bear witness to the truth of God, so that everyone might
glorify God for who He is and might come to have eternal life.

As the innocent Son of God was condemned to death, God's plan of
redemption continued to unfold, leading Jesus toward the cross where He
would die for your sins and the sins of all humanity.
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The Preparation for Our Hope

| Find Him Not Guilty—John 19:1-7

Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged Him. And the soldiers platted
a crown of thorns, and put it on His head, and they put on Him a purple
robe, And said, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and they smote Him with their hands.

Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, “Behold, | bring
Him forth to you, that ye may know that | find no fault in Him.”

Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe.
And Pilate saith unto them, “Behold the Man!”

When the chief priests therefore and officers saw Him, they cried out,
saying, “Crucify Him, crucify Him.”

Pilate saith unto them, “Take ye Him, and crucify Him: for | find no fault
in Him.”

The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and by our law He ought to die,
because He made Himself the Son of God.”

Summary

When Jesus died on the cross, it was not because He had committed any sin.
Even Pilate declared, “I find in Him no fault at all.” Jesus was completely sinless.
Peter later testified, “Who did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth.”
John also wrote, “And ye know that He was manifested to take away our sins;
and in Him is no sin.”

Because every person has sinned, the Bible declares, “For the wages of sin
is death.” Yet Jesus willingly took our place and died as our sinless substitute
so that we could be forgiven and receive eternal life. Through His sacrifice, the
penalty of sin was paid in full for all who believe in Him. Right now is the time
to trust in Jesus Christ. As the Scripture says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved.”
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Jesus Was Sentenced to be
Crucified—John 19:8-16a

hen Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the
more afraid; And went again into the judgment
- — _ ' " hall, and saith unto Jesus, “Whence art Thou?" But Jesus
NN \ gave him no answer.
\ a8 Then saith Pilate unto Him, “Speakest Thou not unto
. \,4 : ' . ol \ me? knowest Thou not that | have power to crucify Thee,
3} _ ."' y . N ! and have power to release Thee?"
\ Jesus answered, “Thou couldest have no power at
. \ all against Me, except it were given thee from above:
o !:\2 \' e & : . ; therefore he that delivered Me unto thee hath the
: N greater sin."
e 1 -___ 1 i " % e And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release Him:
- 3 : , S but the Jews cried out, saying, “If thou let this Man go,
> 3 |\ A ! thou art not Caesar’s friend.”
» 4y - When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought
Jesus forth, and sat down in the judgment seat.
And he saith unto the Jews, “Behold your King!”
But they cried out, “Away with Him, away with Him,
crucify Him.”
L 3 ) . ’ Pilate saith unto them, “Shall | crucify your King?”
* : i! The chief priests answered, “We have no king but
Caesar.”
Then delivered he Him therefore unto them to be
crucified.

Summary

Pilate recognized Jesus' innocence and tried to release
Him, but he gave in to political pressure and the demands
i of the crowd. When the people rejected their true King
.~ A and cried out for His crucifixion, Jesus willingly submitted

: = . to the Father's plan of redemption. Though it appeared
= & ; ; _— that evil had won, God was accomplishing His purpose
B » _ ) S Tee S through the sacrifice of His Son, who would give His life

' v : o in : for the sins of the world. He suffered in your place so that

o b et R e ANy : o you do not have to suffer punishment for your sins? Not

T ; S, T S A B § - only that, but He died to purchase all things good for you
S “ y S B that sin destroyed. Will you trust Jesus today?
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Jesus Gave His Life So that You Could Live
Forever
—John 19:16b-30

nd they took Jesus, and led Him away. And He bearing His cross

went forth into a place called the place of a skull, which is called
in the Hebrew Golgotha: Where they crucified Him, and two other with
Him, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst. And Pilate wrote a title,
and put it on the cross. And the writing was,

JESUS OF NAZARETH
THE KING OF THE JEWS

This title then read many of the Jews: for the place where Jesus was
crucified was nigh to the city: and it was written in Hebrew, and Greek,
and Latin.

Then said the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate, “Write not, ‘The King
of the Jews;’ but that He said, 'l am King of the Jews.”

Pilate answered, “What | have written | have written.”

Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His garments,

and made four parts, to every soldier a part; and also His coat: now the
coat was without seam, woven from the top throughout.

They said therefore among themselves, “Let us not rend it, but cast
lots for it, whose it shall be:" that the scripture might be fulfilled, which
saith,

“They parted My raiment among them,
And for My vesture they did cast lots.”

These things therefore the soldiers did.

Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His mother's
sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus
therefore saw His mother, and the disciple standing by, whom He loved,
He saith unto His mother, “Woman, behold thy son!” Then saith He to the
disciple, “Behold thy mother!” And from that hour that disciple took her
unto his own home.

After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that
the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, “I thirst.” Now there was set a vessel
full of vinegar: and they filled a spunge with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop,
and put it to His mouth. When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, He
said, “Itis finished:” and He bowed His head, and gave up the ghost.
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Not a Bone in His Body Was Broken—John 19:31-37

he Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should

not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an
high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might
be taken away. Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of
the other which was crucified with Him. But when they came to Jesus, and saw
that He was dead already, they brake not His legs: But one of the soldiers with a
spear pierced His side, and forthwith came there out blood and water.

And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth
that he saith true, that ye might believe. For these things were done, that the
scripture should be fulfilled, “A bone of Him shall not be broken.” And again
another scripture saith, “They shall look on Him whom they pierced.”

Summary
After Jesus died on the cross, the soldiers came to break the legs of those being
crucified. When they reached Jesus, they found that He was already dead and
did not break His legs. Instead, a soldier pierced His side with a spear. These
events fulfilled specific prophecies written hundreds of years before Christ's
death, proving that Jesus was the promised Messiah and the perfect Passover
Lamb. Even in His death, God's plan unfolded exactly as foretold in Scripture.
The fulfilled prophecies surrounding Jesus’ death confirm that He is the
Savior whom God promised to send. Will you place your trust in Him today?
Believe in Jesus Christ, the perfect Lamb of God who gave His life for your sins,
and receive the forgiveness and eternal life that He offers to all who believe.
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Jesus Was Buried in a Borrowed Tomb—]John 19:38-42

nd after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly

for fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away the body of
Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore, and took the body of
Jesus. And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus by
night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound
weight. Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with
the spices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury.

Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden; and in the
garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid. There laid they
Jesus therefore because of the Jews' preparation day; for the sepulchre was
nigh at hand.

Summary

After Jesus died, the borrowed tomb would only be needed for a short time,
for the resurrection was soon to come. Even in the darkest moment, God's
plan of redemption was moving forward exactly as He intended.

When circumstances seem hopeless, remember that God is still at work.
The tomb was not the end of Jesus’ story, and your struggles are not the end
of yours. Trust in God's promises, place your faith in Jesus Christ, and live with
confidence knowing that He has the power to bring hope, life, and victory out
of what appears impossible.
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Jesus Will Empty Your Tomb

The resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ is the defining difference between
Him and any other religious leader. There is an event: the crucifixion and
the death. There is a location: the tomb. There is the fact: The Lord Jesus
Christ rose from the grave and is alive for evermore as the only way to the
Father in heaven.

Peter, John, and Mary Visited the Empty Tomb — John 20:1-10

The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was
yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the
sepulchre. Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other
disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, “They have taken away the
Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid Him.”

Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the
sepulchre. So they ran both together: and the other disciple did outrun Peter,
and came first to the sepulchre. And he stooping down, and looking in, saw
the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in.

Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre,
and seeth the linen clothes lie, And the napkin, that was about His head, not
lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself.

Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre,
and he saw, and believed. For as yet they knew not the scripture, that He
must rise again from the dead. Then the disciples went away again unto their
own home.

Summary

The empty tomb declares that Jesus is alive. His resurrection proves that He
has power over sin, death, and the grave. Will you place your faith in the
risen Savior today? Trust in Jesus Christ, believe His promises, and receive the
eternal life that He offers to all who believe in Him. This faith is not your own
doing, but His gift to you. You cannot boast that you had anything to do with
it. Jesus has made you what you are, a new person, created in Him, to serve
Him. Do you have the faith to believe that He rose physically from the dead?
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Jesus' Angels Gave Hope to Mary—john 20:11-18

B ut Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she
stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre,

And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the
other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain.

And they say unto her, “Woman, why weepest thou?”

She saith unto them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and
| know not where they have laid Him.” And when she had thus said, she
turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was
Jesus.

Jesus saith unto her, “Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest
thou?”

She, supposing Him to be the gardener, saith unto Him, “Sir, if thou
have borne Him hence, tell me where thou hast laid Him, and | will take
Him away.”

Jesus saith unto her, “Mary.”

She turned herself, and saith unto Him, “Rabboni;” which is to say,
Master.

Jesus saith unto her, “Touch Me not; for | am not yet ascended to
My Father: but go to My brethren, and say unto them, ‘l ascend unto My
Father, and your Father; and to My God, and your God."”

Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the
Lord, and that He had spoken these things unto her.

Summary
Mary Magdalene stood outside the tomb overwhelmed with grief,
believing that Jesus was gone forever. The angels offered comfort, but
her greatest hope came when the risen Jesus Himself appeared to her
and called her by name. In a moment, her sorrow was transformed into
joy. Jesus' resurrection proved that death had been defeated and that His
promises were true. Mary became the first witness to the risen Lord and
eagerly shared the good news with the disciples.

How many times has Jesus come alongside you and you didn't
recognize Him? Will you open your spiritual eyes to see His presence?

Jesus knows your name and understands your deepest sorrows. Just
as He transformed Mary's grief into joy, He can bring hope and peace
into your life. Will you trust the risen Savior today? Come to Jesus in faith,
receive His gift of eternal life, and share the good news that He is alive
with those around you.
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Jesus Appeared to the Disciples, Giving Them
Hope
—John 20:19-25

hen the same day at evening, being the first day of the

week, when the doors were shut where the disciples
were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood
in the midst, and saith unto them, “Peace be unto you.” And
when He had so said, He showed unto them His hands and
His side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the
Lord.

Then said Jesus to them again, “Peace be unto you: as
My Father hath sent Me, even so send | you.” And when He
had said this, He breathed on them, and saith unto them,
“Receive ye the Holy Ghost: Whose soever sins ye remit, they
are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain,
they are retained.”

But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not
with them when Jesus came. The other disciples therefore
said unto him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said unto
them, “Except | shall see in His hands the print of the nails,
and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my
hand into His side, | will not believe.”

Summary

The disciples were gathered behind locked doors, fearful and
uncertain about the future, when the risen Jesus suddenly
appeared among them. His first words were, “Peace be unto
you,” replacing their fear with hope and joy. Jesus showed
them the wounds in His hands and side as proof of His
resurrection and then commissioned them to continue His
mission in the world. Although the other disciples rejoiced,
Thomas struggled with doubt and refused to believe until he
could see Jesus for himself.

Are fear, uncertainty, or doubt keeping you from fully
trusting Jesus? The risen Savior still offers His peace to those
who come to Him in faith. Trust His promises, believe that
He is alive, and allow His presence to replace your fear with
hope, your doubt with faith, and your sorrow with joy.
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Touching Jesus Brought Hope to the Doubter
—John 20:26-31

And after eight days again His disciples were within,
and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors
being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace
be unto you.” Then saith He to Thomas, “Reach hither
thy finger, and behold My hands; and reach hither thy
hand, and thrust it into My side: and be not faithless, but
believing.”

And Thomas answered and said unto Him, “My Lord
and my God.”

Jesus saith unto him, “Thomas, because thou hast
seen Me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have
not seen, and yet have believed.”

The Purpose of this Book

And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence
of His disciples, which are not written in this book: But
these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have
life through His name.

Summary

Thomas struggled to believe that Jesus had risen from
the dead until he could see the evidence for himself.
Eight days later, Jesus appeared to the disciples again
and lovingly invited Thomas to examine His wounds.
Confronted with the risen Christ, Thomas responded
with one of the greatest declarations of faith in Scripture:
“My Lord and my God."” Jesus then pronounced a blessing
on all who would believe in Him without seeing Him
physically. John concluded that the signs recorded in his
Gospel were written so that people might believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and receive eternal life
through faith in Him.

Do you have doubts or questions about Jesus? Bring
them to Him in faith. Discover that Jesus is truly the risen
Lord and God. Believe in Him today, trust His promises,
and receive the eternal life that comes through faith in
His name.
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Jesus Appeared on the Lake Shore

Bring Me Some Fish—John 21:1-14

fter these things Jesus shewed Himself again to the disciples at the

sea of Tiberias; and on this wise shewed He Himself. There were
together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of
Canain Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of His disciples.

Simon Peter saith unto them, “l go a fishing.”

They say unto him, “We also go with thee.” They went forth, and
entered into a ship immediately; and that night they caught nothing.
But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but
the disciples knew not that it was Jesus.

Then Jesus saith unto them, “Children, have ye any meat?”

e They answered Him, “No.”

And He said unto them, “Cast the net on the right side of the ship,

and ye shall find.” They cast therefore, and now they were not able to
draw it for the multitude of fishes.
V| - - — Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, “It is
: the Lord.” Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt
his fisher's coat unto him, (for he was naked,) and did cast himself into
the sea.

And the other disciples came in a little ship; for they were not far
from land, dragging the net with fishes. As soon then as they were
come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and
bread.

Jesus saith unto them, “Bring of the fish which ye have now caught.”

Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of great fishes,
an hundred and fifty and three: and for all there were so many, yet was
not the net broken.

Jesus saith unto them, “Come and dine.” And none of the disciples
durst ask Him, “Who art Thou?” knowing that it was the Lord. Jesus then
cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise.

This is now the third time thatJesus shewed Himself to His disciples,
after that He was risen from the dead.
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Jesus Restored Peter’'s Hope —John 21:15-25

So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, “Simon,
son of Jonas, lovest thou Me more than these?”

He saith unto Him, “Yea, Lord; Thou knowest that | love Thee.”

He saith unto him, “Feed My lambs.”

He saith to him again the second time, “Simon, son of Jonas,
lovest thou Me?"

He saith unto Him, “Yea, Lord; Thou knowest that | love Thee.”

He saith unto him, “Feed My sheep.”

He saith unto him the third time, “Simon, son of Jonas, lovest
thou Me?”

Peter was grieved because He said unto him the third time,
“Lovest thou Me?” And he said unto Him, “Lord, Thou knowest all
things; Thou knowest that | love Thee.”
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Jesus saith unto him, “Feed My sheep. Verily, verily, | say
unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and
walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old,
thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird
thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not.” This spake
He, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when
He had spoken this, He saith unto him, “Follow Me.”

Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus
loved following; which also leaned on His breast at supper,
and said, “Lord, which is he that betrayeth Thee?" Peter
seeing him saith to Jesus, “Lord, and what shall this man do?”

Jesus saith unto him, “If | will that he tarry till | come,
what is that to thee? follow thou Me.” Then went this saying
abroad among the brethren, that that disciple should not
die: yet Jesus said not unto him, “He shall not die;” but, “If |
will that he tarry till | come, what is that to thee?”

This is the disciple which testifieth of these things, and
wrote these things: and we know that his testimony is true.

And there are also many other things which Jesus did,
the which, if they should be written every one, | suppose that
even the world itself could not contain the books that should
be written.

Amen.

Summary

After Peter’s three denials, Jesus lovingly restored him
by asking three times, “Lovest thou Me?” Each time Peter
affirmed his love, Jesus entrusted him with the responsibility
of caring for His people. Rather than condemning Peter
for his failure, Jesus offered forgiveness, restoration, and a
renewed purpose.

Have you failed the Lord or drifted from Him? Take
heart—Jesus is the God of second chances. He offers
forgiveness, restoration, and a renewed purpose to all who
come to Him in faith. Instead of looking at others or dwelling
on past failures, hear His simple invitation: “Follow Me.” Will
you answer His call today and follow Him with all your heart?

John's Gospel concludes by affirming the truth of Christ's
ministry and reminding readers that the works of Jesus are
far greater than could ever be fully recorded.
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Epilogue

Jesus Is in the Best Place
to Help You

Jesus Ascended Into Heaven—Luke 24:44-53

And He said unto them, “These are the words which | spake
unto you, while | was yet with you, that all things must be
fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the
prophets, and in the psalms, concerning Me.”

Then opened He their understanding, that they might
understand the scriptures, And said unto them, “Thus it is
written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from
the dead the third day: And that repentance and remission
of sins should be preached in His name among all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these things.
And, behold, | send the promise of My Father upon you: but
tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power
from on high.”

And He led them out as far as to Bethany, and He lifted up
His hands, and blessed them. And it came to pass, while He
blessed them, He was parted from them, and carried up into
heaven. And they worshipped Him, and returned to Jerusalem
with great joy: And were continually in the temple, praising
and blessing God.

Amen.

Summary

The same way Jesus ascended into Heaven, He will one day
come back to take you where He lives. He wants you to live
with Him in heaven for all eternity. Now there is only one
question that is of interest to God and you. That question is,
“Will you accept Jesus today as your personal Savior?” You are
saved by grace because you put your faith in Him. It is not
your own doing, but His gift to you.
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Do You Know that You Will
Live Forever with Jesus in
Heaven?

M ore than two thousand years ago, God sent Jesus into
the world He created. He became one of you, but He
did nothing wrong. He showed the world what God is like
- loving, merciful, and kind. He healed the sick people; the
blind were made to see, the deaf to hear, and the lame to
walk. Some people followed Him, and He gave them a new
way of life—God’'s way. But others hated Him because He
was so good, and He exposed their evil ways.

This is what He did for you

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.

For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn
the world; but that the world through Him might be saved”
(John 3:16,17).
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Jesus is perfect and wants to be your friend. But, when
you do not obey Him, then that is called sin. The penalty
for sin is death. He lived a perfect life and gave Himself as
a sacrifice, a payment for your sins. He did all this because
He loves you. His death on the cross frees you from your sin
and brings you into friendship with God, the Father.

Three days after Jesus died, He came back from the
dead and is alivel Now everyone who believes in Him will
not perish but will have eternal life. He will forgive your sins,
be your Savior, and meet your needs. He is the only one
who can do this for you.

He will free you from your guilt and shame and give
you a new life. He will heal your brokenness and make you
whole. He will teach you how to live a life that honors God,
the Father.

If you put your faith and trust in Him, you can stop
living by everyone else's rules, and you can start living
by the principles He has given you in the Bible. He loves
you more than anyone else because He created you for a
purpose. He wants you, more than anything, to follow Him
let Him direct your path in life.

Now, Are You Ready and Willing to...

« Trust in Jesus completely for eternal life, knowing that
you cannot save yourself?

+  Believe that He took your place, and paid for all your
sins on the cross?

*  Repent of your sins and follow Him?
*  Receive God's gift of eternal life through Jesus?

If you can answer YES to these questions, then you
are ready to pray the following prayer, believing it in your
heart. Will you pray now to make Jesus your Savior and your
friend?
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?m\z( tjr\i% prayer and \oJ leve it in your heart

Dear Jesus, | confess that | have sinned and cannot save
myself. | believe that You died for me. Please forgive me of
my sin and come into my heart right now and save me. Help
me to turn from my sin and become Your follower. Amen.

We Are so Glad You Prayed the Prayer!

The Christian life is, by far, the most joy-filled life that any person
could ever live. Jesus wants you to know that there is joy in Heaven
because of your decision to receive Him as your Savior.

It was by faith that you accepted God's free gift of eternal life,
and now, by faith, you must believe that God will do all He said He
would do. There are two important truths that He wants you to know
about your eternal life.

God cannot lie. “In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie,
promised before the world began.” This truth gives you confidence
that you have eternal life. If God the Father makes a promise to you,
it will come to pass.
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God’s Word is sure. "These things have | written unto you that believe
on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal
life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.

“And this is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask any
thing according to His will, He heareth us: And if we know that He hear
us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we
desired of Him” (1 John 5:13-15).

Don't be surprised at the things Jesus will do in your life as you
begin to follow Him in your Christian life. He will be there for you in your
newfound faith, and He will help you overcome temptations in your life.

There will be times when you don’t know what to do and which way
to turn. By reading His Word, and relying on Him to guide you through
life, you will know the plan He has for you. The best thing you can do
for Him right now is to find another Christian believer to celebrate
with. This is the first day of the rest of your life on earth, and you have
eternity with Jesus to look forward too. Now, tell someone else about it.

Get to Know Believers Like You in His Church

As you continue your walk as a new believer in Jesus, you need to meet
with other believers just like you. In His local church, you will find more
of His followers who will pray for you and guide you as you learn to live
for Him with all your heart.
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Reach Up to God —Reach Out to Others

In this book you have discovered that Jesus alone brings healing, wholeness,
and transformation. Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Jesus brings
hope; Hope that He is listening. Hope that He cares. Hope that brings a vision
of a better tomorrow and a future that awaits you in Heaven.

Now, share this book with your family and friends.
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